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August Program 
By Lee Peterson  

YVGMS member and long time knapper will 
present a program on flintknapping.  James 
Bowden, Park Interpeter for the Riverside 
County Regional Park District, Gillman Historic 
Ranch and Wagon Museum, will not only 
explain knapping, but show how it is done. 

For those of you that are not familiar with the 
art of knapping, it is the process of shapeing 
flint , chert, obsidian or other stone through the 
process of knapping to manufacture stone tools, 
strikers for flintlock firearms, or to produce flat-
faced stones for building or facing walls.  A 
knapper can use a fabricator, such as a 
hammerstone, to remove  flakes from a nucleus 
or core of tool stone. Stone tools can then be 
further refined using wood, bone, and antler 
tools to perform pressure flaking. 

For those really interested, modern American 
interest in knapping can be traced back to the 
study of a California Native American named 
Ishi who lived in the early twentieth century. 
Ishi taught scholars and academics traditional 
methods of making stone tools and how to use 
them for survival in the wild.   Additionally, 
several pioneering nineteenth century European 
experimental knappers are also known and in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s experimental 
archaeologist Donald Crabtree published texts 
such as "Experiments in Flintworking". François 
Bordes was an early writer on Old World 
knapping; he experimented with ways to 
replicate stone tools found across Western 
Europe. These authors helped to ignite a small 
craze in knapping among archaeologists and 
prehistorians. Many groups, with members from 
all walks of life, can now be found across the 
United States and Europe. 

 
 

August Display Theme 
By Aimee Fitch 

 
The display theme for August will be fossils.  I 
hope to see some interesting displays at the 
meeting! 
 

August Field Trip  
By Frank Fitch 

Editor’s note:  Please see the related field trip 
articla on page 2. 
On Aug 16th, we are going to the La Brea Tar 
Pits, and the George C. Page Museum. 
 
http://www.tarpits.org/ 
 
Admission Prices:  Adults: $7.00; Youths 13-17 
years old:  $4.50; Children 5-12 years old:  
$2.00; Seniors 62 and older and students with 
ID:  $4.50; Members and Children under 5:  
free.  If we have more than 10 people, they will 
take a dollar off admission, except for museum 
members and little kids. 
 
Parking in the museum lot is $6 with validation, 
$8 without. Street parking is available with 
some rather confusing restrictions as I recall. 
 
The museum is about a 1.5-hour drive from the 
shop. We will meet at the shop, and leave 
promptly at 8:30am.  There will be a sign up 
sheet in the shop and at the meeting. Please sign 
up if you are interested. 
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Field Trip Sign-Ups 
By Frank Fitch 

 
I'd like to share the importance of the sign up 
sheets for field trips. 
 
Sometimes, there is little interest in a field trip. 
Sometimes things happen, and folks 
cannot make it to a field trip. Hard to believe, 
but true, some folks have higher 
priorities than rocks! No one should feel bad 
about canceling after signing up. Just make 
sure you let the leader for that trip or the field 
trip chairman know as soon as you know 
you need to cancel. 
 
If there is no one on the signup sheet, or if 
everyone on the signup cancels, the trip 
will probably be canceled. 
 
On the other hand, if there is overwhelming 
response, we may need to change the meeting 
place because of parking issues. 
 
So, if you are interested in a field trip: 
 
1. Get on the sign up sheet. There will be one at 
the shop, and one at the meeting(s). 
2. If you can't get on a signup sheet, email or 
call the trip leader. 
3. Put down a legible phone number on the sign 
up sheet. 
4. If your email address is not in the roster, put 
your email address on the signup sheet. 
5. Check your email before the trip for 
important updates. 
6. If you need or want to cancel, let the trip 
leader know asap. 
 
If you are willing to lead a trip, or help with the 
coordination of a trip, let me know. 
 
 
 
 

 

Metal Detecting 
by Phil Alford 

 
The July 3rd meeting was well attended by 
about a dozen loyal Treasure Hunters, Coin 
Shooters and Gold Prospectors.   
  
Walt Harrison gave a very interesting program 
on Metal Detecting Beaches.  This specialized 
method of metal detecting requires waterproof 
equipment and special tools for retrieving 
treasures.  Many of the valuable items found by 
Walt were on display for viewing.  Walt gave 
detailed information on research required for a 
successful beach hunt, including how to obtain 
and understand data specific to swell height, 
frequency and direction.  
  
During our August 7th meeting, members will 
bring treasures and gold found during the month 
of July.  We will also begin plans for a Fall trip 
for Detecting Gold.  Don't be left out. We'll see 
you there. 
 

 
Miscellaneous findings from the Metal Detector 
group.  Photo provided by Hank Cobb. 
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Federation Report 
By Don Tracy 

 
I attended the Annual CFMS Convention on 
Saturday, June 28 in Ventura. It was held at the 
Ventura County Fairgrounds located between 
the 101 Freeway and the Pacific Ocean – 
absolutely great facilities next to fresh sea air. 
There were about 80 people in the convention 
hall representing 137 clubs affiliated with the 
California Federation – Yucaipa Valley G&MS 
has ID Number 117, which is due to 
alphabetical order by club name. Registration 
started at 8am but the real business started at 
9am with a “call to order” and the President’s 
message given by Bural LaRue from Rialto. 
Then short reports from the Board Secretary and 
Board Treasurer. There were four motions up 
for discussion and voting – they were: 1. change 
vendor supplying the Golden Bear Award pins, 
2. vote of support for fees increase, 3. donate 
old office computer to charity, and 4. modify 
part of the field trip form. All motions passed. 
Then we heard short reports from all 34 of the 
Committee Chairmen. This all lasted until 
2:30pm but we did get a two hour lunch break. 
 
Yucaipa Valley G&MS received some 
honorable mentions during the day. First the 
President congratulated our club for being the 
fastest growing in the Federation. The last I 
heard the count was 187 members – seems like 
5 years ago it was just 087 members. Next, one 
of our members received special recognition for 
his hard work and contributions to the club. As 
you all know, after our general club meeting on 
Thursday July 10, Dan Norcross, Shop 
Chairman, was awarded the “Education Thru 
Sharing” Certificate by CFMS. Also, the 
American Federation awarded Dan Norcross the 
“Rockhound of the Year” Certificate and Pin. 
The first award was announced during the 

morning convention and the second award 
announced during the evening banquet in 
Ventura. Congratulations to Dan Norcross, we 
all appreciate the work you do and thank you for 
sharing your knowledge with us too. 
 
The vendor’s hall included two dealers from 
Yucaipa Valley – Shirley Hill of Gems by Hill 
and John & Susana Wease of JS Gems 
Lapidary. Also, I saw Bill Jochimsen, Lee 
Peterson, LaVone Ames, and Sandy Taylor 
around and about the show on Saturday. 
 
Ask to see the latest list of “Podium People” at 
the next General Meeting. 

 
Internet Links 
1. Go on the Internet and checkout the 

CFMS web site at www.cfmsinc.org. 
There are statewide items of geological 
and lapidary interests. 

2. Subscribe to the BLM newsletter at 
www.newsbytes.com. 

3. Checkout BLM’s “Geology and Mining 
History Field Trips” at  
www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/bakersfield/Pro
grams/geology/fieldtrips.html. 
 

Calendar of CFMS Activities 
Aug 31-Sep 6 - Lapidary & Science 
Seminar, Week One, Camp Paradise, CA 
Sep 7-13 - Lapidary & Science Seminar, 
Week Two, Camp Paradise, CA 
Oct 13-15 - BLM field conference, Mother 
Lode III: Northern Mines 
Nov 7,8,9 - Fall Directors Meeting, Visalia, 
CA 
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President’s Message 
By Frank Fitch 

 
You may not have heard the announcement at 
the meeting. LaVone Ames graciously offered 
to let members of the club pilfer her Rock Pile.  
This is a rare opportunity, you should definitely 
take the time to visit LaVone. If she does not 
offer, ask to see the beautiful tables and lamps 
she made. 
 
We spent some time visiting with LaVone, then 
looked over the piles she has offered to club 
members. There were five people adding to 
these piles over decades. The selection was 
astounding. 
 
While there were many unknowns, here is a 
short list of noteworthy rocks and minerals I 
found: tourmaline, fire agate, stone canyon 
jasper, blue lace agate, plume agate, moss 
agate, rhodonite, amazonite, mariposite and a 
hunk of blue calcite that weighs in at about 
70 pounds. I also found a short limb cast with a 
diameter about the size of a half dollar. 
 
It was a very pleasant Sunday morning visit. We 
looked at wonderful specimens, and beautiful 
rock creations. We sipped lemonade in the 
shade and chatted while watching the kidlet 
chasing butterflies. And we picked up some 
rocks. 
 
There are many, many more rocks left. Give 
LaVone a call, have a nice visit.  Before you 
leave LaVone's, be sure to clean up after 
yourself, and the folks who were there before 
you.  Rocks in a pile are a good thing. Rocks in 
the way of the lawn mower are not. 
 

 
Metal detectors’ meeting 

 

 
Some findings from the metal detecting group. 

 

 
Hank explains rock properties to Valesca’s class. 
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YVGMS GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 10TH 2008 
By Rainy Baldwin, Secretary 

 
CALL TO ORDER:   President Frank Fitch called 
the meeting to order at 7:12 PM. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Frank Fitch. 
GUESTS:  Dee Kennedy, Frank Wong, Gene and 
Verna Miller. 
JUNE MINUTES:   Approved as written. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Given by Henry Cobb. 
CORRESPONDENCE:  We received a card from 
Debbie Bunn, CFMS, thanking us for the donation 
of stamps for the Easter Seals.  We received a card 
from Frank and Rita Kaser, telling us what a nice 
club we have and how our club runs very smoothly.  
We received a card from Clarriss Whaley thanking 
us for the Bernie Mauldin Scholarship.  We received 
a letter from Micah Bouie thanking us for being 
considered for a recipient of the Duane Harms 
Memorial Scholarship.  We received a letter from 
the BLM; their meeting will be July 25th and 26th at 
the Riverside Marriott Hotel at 2400 Market Street, 
Riverside, Friday 10am to 3pm, Saturday 8am to 
3pm. 
FEDERATION NEWS:   Don Tracy – CFMS 
meeting was held 2 weeks ago in Ventura in the 
Convention Center, near the ocean.  CFMS 
represents 137 clubs.  There were approximately 40 
vendors, and had a great silent auction.  There is a 
list of people that will come to rock clubs and give a 
talk on various topics.  Let Don Tracy know if you 
would like to have a specific speaker come to our 
club.  The Yucaipa Club received an honorable 
mention at the meeting for being the fastest growing 
club in the state.  We now have 190 members.  Dan 
Norcross received the CFMS Education Through 
Sharing Award and the CFMS and the AFMS 
Rockhound of the Year Award.  Dan does a lot of 
work to keep our shop operating. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   A.  Membership:  
Henry Cobb –  New members include Ruth 
Hamilton  and son Brandon Hamilton, Carla Kraft, 
Dennis and Linda Gibbs, Frank and Rita Kaser, 
Frank and Sharon Heiser, and Keith Gates.  B.  
Show:  Bill Jochimsen – no news.  C.  Shop: Dan 
Norcross – The shop has been very busy.  We made 
a new sign-up sheet that holds 15 people.  We’re 

trying to have two people run the shop each shift.  
Richard Crockett will be teaching a class on how  to 
use the wet angle grinder on Saturday from 9 to 12.  
He will demonstrate how to work on flat surfaces 
such as bookends.  The next class Richard will be 
teaching contouring and sculpture work, shop fee 
only.  Class should have 3 to 5 students.  We would 
like to have the younger kids stay off of the diamond 
wheels until they either have enough experience on 
the sanders and grinders or they are at least 16 years 
of age.  Henry Cobb replaced 4 of the diamond 
wheels on the 6-wheel sander.  Less pressure is 
needed on these new wheels and a lot more water.  
D.  Workshop Classes:  Margaret Thieleman:  No 
classes at this time.  There is a signup sheet at the 
shop for wire wrapping taught by LaVone Ames.  
Also, if you would like to pick up some rocks from 
LaVone’s back yard, please call her after July 22.  E.  
Field Trips:   Frank Fitch – Our next field trip will 
be on Saturday, July 19th, to South Cardiff State 
Beach near San Diego.  The beach has been 
remodeled and will cost $8 per car for parking.  
Agate, jasper, petrified wood, and blue rutile can be 
found at this beach.  People have asked about 
different fee mines.  Frank Fitch brought samples of 
what can be found at these mines, and the samples 
were displayed on the front table.  F.  Metal 
Detecting:  Henry Cobb – About 15 members 
attended the last meeting.  Walt Harrison gave a very 
good talk on metal detecting at the beach.  The metal 
detecting subgroup meets at 6PM on the first 
Thursday of each month of the Mousley Museum. 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
ROCK OF THE MONTH:   Next months display 
item will be fossils.  For July’s items, Aimee Fitch 
won for both the Workshop item and the Rock of the 
Month (multi-colored stone). 
BADGE DRAWING:   Yvonne White’s name was 
drawn; she was not present at the meeting. 
MINI RAFFLE:  Prizes were put on hold for next 
month or when sufficient cash has been collected. 
PROGRAM:  A talk about the geologic history and 
rocks that can be found at Pebble Terrace (located in 
the lower desert near Wiley’s Well) was given by 
Patrice Copeland and Frank Fitch. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.  
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WORKSHOP STAFF COMMENDED 
Submitted by Bill Ahlborn 

 
Ever wonder how the Yucaipa Valley Gem and 
Mineral Society’s large and complete workshop at 
34861 Yucaipa Boulevard keeps operating at peak 
efficiency – or operating at all?  It’s due to the 
continuous and unsung efforts of a small group of 
dedicated members. 
 
The Society’s equipment stock is large and varied, 
including diamond saws, sphere-making 
machines, cut-off saws, flat laps, tumblers, 
numerous grinding and polishing wheels, and 
jewelry making tools.  Maintenance and repair are 
never-ending, and often daunting.  Cleaning of 
heavily used equipment must be repeated over and 
over. 
 
The tiny cadre of devoted members who keep the 
shop running smoothly have had to become 
experts in many fields:  electrician, mechanic, 
carpenter, and machinist, to say nothing of 
plumber, handyman, and janitor.  In addition, they 
must stock the various sizes of grit and polish, saw 
oil, dop wax, cabochon-shaping forms, and 
jewelry supplies. 
 
Workshop committee members collect the shop 
user fees and keep the schedules for equipment 
signups.  They keep on hand a wide-ranging 
supply of rocks for Society members who don’t 
have one to work on.  They provide advice when a 
sphere is going egg-shaped.  And, they see that 
each rock is safely and securely clamped in an 
expensive saw whose blade replacement cost is 
hundreds of dollars. 
 
Most workshop committee members have other 
full-time jobs.  Their shop work is done before 
members arrive, after they go home, and often in 
long weekend labor sessions.  Each time the 
workshop is open – currently five times a week – 
someone has to be in charge.  These same persons 
then become shop foremen, with the burden of 
keeping everything moving smoothly. 
How should shop foremen and committeepersons 
be recompensed for giving up a lot of their home 
lives to help the Society?  If paid adequate wages, 

the Society long since would have been bankrupt.  
If relieved from paying shop use fees, some of 
them pay anyway.  And, if these dedicated 
members came to the shop along with the rest of 
us to spend the evening enjoying their lapidary 
hobby, there soon would be no functioning shop 
to come to. 
 
Society custom permits shop committee members 
to operate a saw or other equipment occasionally 
while doing their maintenance or repair work 
when the shop is closed, or when equipment is not 
in use during shop-open hours.  Even then, if 
another member wants to use the equipment, the 
committee person will relinquish it promptly. 
 
Who are these few who deserve a heartfelt 
commendation from the rest of the Society’s 
membership?  Dan Norcross is the workshop 
chairman.  Shop foremen include David 
Dickinson (Monday nights), Bill Jochimsen 
(Wednesday nights), Dan Norcross (Friday 
nights), Hank Cobb (Saturday mornings), and 
Richard Crockett (Sunday afternoons), with 
Margaret Thieleman providing backup and at-
large committee member.  Every good workshop 
needs a shop “mom” and Janice Torres fills this 
role. 
 
So, the next time you come to the shop a little 
early, and see a saw running, know that your shop 
foreman – repairman – jack-of-all-trades has 
earned those few equipment moments many times 
over.  It beats leaving other members to face a big 
diamond saw full of sludge and dirty oil and in 
need of a complete teardown and overhaul. 
 
 

Upcoming YVGMS Programs: 
 

September – Salton Sea by Kathleen Springer, 
Curator, San Bernardino County Museum 
October– Professor Richard Hughes, Crafton 
Hills College, will discuss the CHC Geology 
program and field trips and possibly glaciation. 
November – Contest for the best bolo tie 
December – Christmas party 
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494, Yucaipa, CA  
92399 

 
OFFICERS 

  
President............Frank Fitch ........(858)229-6870 
Vice President ...Lee Peterson......(909)794-0731 
Secretary ...........Rainy Baldwin ..(909)790-2792 
Treasurer-CFO ..Hank Cobb ........(909)795-3716 
Fed. Director .....Don Tracy ........(951)845-5428 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

3-Year ...............Mike Reason .....(909)795-2540 
2-Year ...............Carl Morrow......(714)476-3727 
1-Year ...............Sue Mothersole .(909)795-1681 
1-Year ...............Lynn Parker.......(951)769-1855 

 
Want to see color photos in your copy of the 
newsletter and save the club money in postage?  
Sign up for electronic delivery of the newsletter.  
Simply contact Mike at mdreason@verizon.net. 

 

 
Gold! Photo by Hank Cobb. 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 
Bulletin Editor ..Mike Reason ...........(909)795-2540     
Constitution & By Laws ............................................ 
..................Lee Peterson.....................(909)794-0731 
Display .............Aimee Fitch ............(858)229-6870 
Field Trip .........Frank Fitch ..............(858)229-6870 
Hospitality ........Ann Boatman ..........(909)795-4618 
Membership .....Valesca Dwyer ........(909)790-7313 
Metal Detecting Phil Alford ..............(909)795-8284 
Mini-Raffle ......Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Mini-Silent Auction ................................................... 
..................Sue Mothersole ................(909)795-1681 
Publicity ...........KT Gates-Waldrup   (909)797-9816 
Refreshment .....Open........................(909)583-4522 
Sgt at Arms .......Henry Torres ...........(909)795-7178 
Show Chairman.Bill Jochimsen.........(909)790-1475 
Ways & Means..Kelly Templeton .....(909)583-4522 
Webmaster ........Mike Reason ...........(909)795-2540 
Workshop..........Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Workshop Classes...................................................... 
..................Margaret Thieleman.........(925)998-6520 
Workshop Phone........................................................ 
..................(Hank’s cell phone)..........(909)238-8143 
Workshop Committee Members: 
Hank Cobb, Richard C, Bill Jochimsen, 
Margaret Thieleman, David Dickinson 
 

  
A mid-summer’s day lecture.
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494 
Yucaipa, CA  92399 

http://mysite.verizon.net/yucaipagem/ 
 
 

The specific purpose of the 
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society, Inc. is to promote the 
earth sciences, paleontology, and 
the lapidary arts within the 
community. The objectives are to 
have educational meetings, earth 
science field trips, and 
exhibitions with members and 
the community invited. 

 

 
Member of 

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

 
 

 
Member of 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.amfed.org/ 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum,  
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road. 

 
 

BOARD MEETINGS  
Board Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of the month at the Workshop,  
34861 Yucaipa Blvd, across from Del Taco, 
between Second and Third Streets. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
An applicant must file an application which can 
be obtained from the Membership Chairman. 
Annual dues are required:   Individuals - $15.00    
Families - $25.00 

 

WORKSHOP 
Workshop is located at 34861 Yucaipa Blvd, 
across from Del Taco, between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets.  

 
Workshop Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6pm to 9pm 
Saturday 9am to 1pm & Sunday 1pm to 5pm.  
Workshop committee meetings are at the 
workshop on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 
2:00 p.m. 
 

METAL DETECTOR GROUP 
Meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum, 
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama, 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road. 
 

BULLETIN 
Your contributions to the Green Valley Rocker 
are appreciated.  Please submit your items by 
the 20th of each month to be included in the 
next month’s issue. 
 
Editor :  Mike Reason, yucaipagem@verizon.net 
Member Email:  please visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/YVGMSbiz/
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AUGUST 2008  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peridot (pronounced pair-a-doe) is the gem variety of olivine. Olivine, which is actually not an official mineral, is composed of 
two minerals: fayalite and forsterite. Fayalite is the iron rich member with a pure formula of Fe2SiO4. Forsterite is the 
magnesium rich member with a pure formula of Mg2SiO4. Olivine's formula is written as (Mg, Fe)2SiO4 to show the substitution 
of the magnesium and iron. Peridot is usually closer to forsterite than fayalite in composition although iron is the coloring agent 
for peridot. The best colored peridot has an iron percentage of less than 15% and includes nickel and chromium as trace elements 
that may also contribute to the best peridot color. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
Aug 1 – Bob Ruth Aug 10 – Al Ineichen Aug 17 – Ed Barlow Aug 27 – Marie Mains 
Aug 3 – Cheri Rehkopf Aug 11 – Tim Jones Aug 21 – Bob Dunham  Aug 29 – George Watson 
Aug 7 – Ray Palmer Aug 15 – Eloy Martinez Aug 22 – Barbara Ruth  Aug 30 – LaVone Ames 
Aug 9 – Mike Oliver Aug 16 – Sharon Core Aug 26 – Terry Mongar 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Aug 7 – Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Reimann 
Aug 20 – John & Helen Dahnke 
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Upcoming Shows and Events 
 
August 1, 2 & 3 2008, Nipomo, CA, Orcutt Mineral Society, St. Joseph Church, 298 S. Thompson 
Ave., Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Wes Lingerfelt (805) 710-1983, E-mail Rocks4u@proigy.net, website: 
http://www.omsinc.org/ 
August 2 - 3 2008, San Francisco, CA, San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society, San Francisco County 
Fair Bldg, Ninth Ave. & Lincoln Way, Hours: Sat. 10-6 Sun 10-5, Ellen Nott (415) 564-4230. 
August 29 - Sept. 1 2008, Fort Bragg, CA, Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society, Town Hall, 
Main & Laural, Hours: Sat. & Sun 10-6; Mon. 10-4, Don McDonell (707) 964-3116, E-mail 
mailto:ejwebb@mcn.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 YUCAIPA VALLEY FIRST CLASS MAIL  
 GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 
 GREEN VALLEY ROCKER 
 Mike Reason, editor 
 Post Office Box 494 
 Yucaipa, California 92399 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


