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October Program 
 

The Crafton Hills College Field 
Studies Program 

By Professor Richard Hughes III 
 
 Since the Earth Sciences are visual, it 
makes sense that they should be studied in the 
field.  At Crafton Hills College (CHC), Earth 
Science field studies are accomplished in day 
long field trips as well as overnight field studies 
of varying lengths.  The day trips are 
specifically a part of the Earth Science class 
curriculum.  Day studies include trips to the San 
Andreas Fault (both Cajon Pass and Mill Creek 
sites), Vasquez Rocks, the Devil’s Punch Bowl 
and the Cabrillo Beach and Aquarium of San 
Pedro.  One-night field study trips are also 
offered in some Earth Science classes.  
However, most of the overnight field studies are 
taught as separate one credit courses that 
concentrate on specific geologic settings 
displayed in California, such as the Mojave 
Desert and the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  The 
field study program continues to be expanded 
every year, and potential new areas of study are 
always being evaluated and added to the 
program. 

 
BIO 

Richard Hughes III is in his fifth year of 
teaching at CHC in the geosciences, although he 
has been teaching in southern California for 
nearly 15 years.  He is originally from the east 
coast; hailing from Johnstown, PA home of the 
famous Johnstown Flood of 1889.  He received 
two BS degrees (Education and Geology) from 
the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, a MS 
degree in geology from Ohio University, and 
did some doctoral work at Lehigh University.  
Richard lives in Pasadena and in his spare time 
enjoys performing as a guitarist. 

 
October Display Theme 

By Aimee Fitch 
 
 Silver is the theme as we head into Fall 
and October's meeting.  Show off your silver 
work pieces or a rock that's silver; or both - your  
choice. Just want to see what y'all pick to show 
off for your fellow club members! 
 

Upcoming Field Trips 
By Frank Fitch 

 

Oct 10-12, Fri-Sun, Jade Cove. Leader: Lee 
Peterson.  We are making initial plans for a 
possible weekend trip to the Jade Festival and 
Jade Cove.  If you are interested, Linda Metcalf 
highly recommends that you arrange lodging 
immediately.  Campsites are booked and only 
first-come-first-served sites remain.  Linda has 
reservations for mid-week at Plaskett Creek 
(http://www.parksman.com/plskt.html) and that 
will be our meeting place.  There are other 
campgrounds in the area and motels.  Check out 
http://www.bigsurjadeco.com/festival.html  and  
http://www.surcoast.com/jfest.html or 
http://www.bigsurjadeco.com/festival.html. 
 If interested, email or call Lee Peterson 
909-7904-0731  res09ayd@verizon.net. 
 

Additional field trip information on page 6! 
 

 
For information on the Southern California 
Shakeout (discussed at September’s meeting), 
go to http://www.shakeout.org/. 
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President’s Message 
By Frank Fitch 

 
 Do you like to visit the Cady 
Mountains? How about Amboy Crater?  These 
are two of the many places in California that 
*your* representatives want to place off limits. 
 Senators Feinstein and Boxer and 
Congressman McKeon have introduced bills to 
add more than 470,000 acres to the 3.5 million 
acres of existing wilderness areas.  Senate bill 
3069 and its congressional companion HR 6156, 
"Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild 
Heritage Act" seek to make huge tracts of land 
off limits to humans. 
 Senate Bill: 
http://www.opencongress.org/bill/110-s3069/show 

Congress Bill: 
http://www.opencongress.org/bill/110-h6156/show 
 Dark green areas of this map are the new 
wilderness areas: 
http://www.calwild.org/places/desert/map.html 
 Here are the maps from congress: 
http://mckeon.house.gov/eastern_sierra_maps.aspx 
 In addition to the above bills, Shirley 
Leeson, AFMS President, reports that Senator 
Feinstein intends to introduce another  
wilderness bill that will cover all southern 
California deserts!  Are they going to come back 
every few years to take more and more land 
from the people? That seems to be the case, at 
least until there is no more land to take. 
 Enough is enough. If you like to 
rockhound, or even simply to visit the 
wonderful lands of California, call, write or fax 
their offices now! 
 Please note that mail deliveries to 
Washington offices are delayed by a month or 
more due to alleged security measures. You may 
want to consider mailing to a local office or 
faxing the Washington office instead. 
 
 

 
Contact information for Congressman 
McKeon 
 
Palmdale Office 
Congressman Howard P. Buck McKeon 
1008 W. Ave M-14 
Suite E-1 
Palmdale, CA 93551 
ph: (661) 274-9688 
fax: (661) 274-8744 
 
Washington, D.C. Office 
Congressman Howard P. Buck McKeon 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2351 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
ph: (202) 225-1956 
fax: (202) 226-0683 
 
Contact information for Senator Boxer 
Email 
https://boxer.senate.gov/contact/email/policy.cfm 
Inland Empire Office 
201 North E Street, Suite 210 
San Bernardino, CA 92401 
(909) 888-8525 
(909) 888-8613 fax 
 
Contact information for Senator Feinstein 
Email 
webmail@feinstein-iq.senate.gov 
http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?Fus
eAction=ContactUS.EmailMe 
Snail mail or telephone 
 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-3841 
Fax: (202) 228-3954 
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Show News 
By Bill Jochimsen 

 
The 49th annual Gem and Mineral show 

is 5 months away and we are just beginning to 
start the planning stages.   As I look back on last 
year’s show, there are some things that the 
general membership can start providing now.  
The grab bags for the Wheel Spin need more 
tumbled rock in the bags.  The polished tumbled 
rocks attract more attention and more spins of 
the Wheel. The shop committee has tumbled 
rocks in previous years for the show, but we 
need your help also.  I am asking the members 
with rock tumblers to start now and donate 
tumbled rocks for the cause.   

As always your suggestions are 
welcomed.  Any suggestions can be directed to 
me or any Board Member. 

 

Wanted 
Your announcements for the YVGMS 
Newsletter.  A field trip report, pictures, 
announcements, anything you think other club 
members would find interesting.  Send an email 
to mdreason@verizon.net or call Mike at 909-
795-2540. 
 

 
YVGMS members search for fossils in the 
Marble Mountains in 2004.  Photo by Mike 
Reason.

 

Something New 
By Bill Jochimsen 

 

There is a new buzz going around about 
a new addition to our Society.  Last year the 
metal detectors were organized and are off to a 
good start.  For many months now there has 
been talk about a group for our younger 
members.  Ideas have been tossed around and 
we have looked at other Gem Society’s youth 
program for a prototype.  The time has finally 
arrived to get this off the ground; we just need 
to know how much interest is out there.   

The youth group will consist of members 
between the ages of 8 and 17 and to help get this 
program started we are setting up an evening at 
the shop for this age group only.  They will be 
taught different aspects of lapidary depending 
on their interests. After passing a proficiency 
test they may proceed to the next level.  Our 
adult members are volunteering to help; we just 
need the younger members.  Notify your Board 
member or myself to enroll your child or 
grandchild. 

This group will also need a name and 
your suggestions are welcomed. 

 

 
Southern California Gold Nuggets. Photo by 

Henry Cobb 
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Metal Detector’s Corner 
by Phil Alford 

 
 The September meeting of the Metal 
Detector Group was well attended by worthy 
Treasure Hunters, Coin Shooters and Gold 
Prospectors.    

Back from his treasure hunting 
adventure in England, Gary Crabtree displayed 
items found during his six days of hunting eight 
to ten hours a day covering hundreds of acres of 
farmlands. Among the items shown were one 
1649 hammered silver two-pence, eight copper 
coins, dated 1700 to 1900, two 1600's merchant 
tokens, Medieval Era finger rings, harness 
mounts, clothing fasteners and buttons ranging 
from the Roman times to present. 
  The Moses boys brought in more of that 
yellow gold, and say they won't stop until it's all 
found. 
  Not to be left out Bruce Coonrod, found 
a nice V-Nickel and a silver dime among other 
interesting which lay under an asphalt parking 
lot for decades. 
  It's GOLD SEASON, and a prospecting 
trip has been planned for October 17, 18, 19.  
Groups will be departing on Friday at 6:30 
a.m. and Saturday at 6:00 a.m. Some will stay 
overnight while other will return same day.  For 
full details and to arrange for carpooling don't 
miss the October 2nd meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the 
Mousley Museum and you can see Phil's new 
Tesoro Lobo gold getter.  

 

 

Field Trip Report: 
Rock Sale��������
By Henry Cobb 

 
The field trip to the club’s big rock stash 

was a great success.  We had 25 members show 
up with buckets and bags. 

Members had the privilege to inspect 
buckets of rocks and pick out their treasurers.  
David moved the pile of big rocks; he found the 
bottom of the pile and moved rocks that we 
haven't seen in several years. 

The club made $1035.00, We hope to 
have several more sales. 
  I want to thank Sue Mothersole, Janice 
Torres, and David Dickinson for their help in 
keeping everyone looking in the right places for 
their favorite rocks. 
  David said he still had about half the pile 
of big rocks to sort; be sure to be at the next 
rock sale to find that prefect sphere rock. 
  Thanks to the members who participated 
in the sale. 

- Hank Cobb 
 

 
YVGMS members inspect the Big Rock Pile 
at Hank’s house.  Years of collecting have 
made the pile grow quite large.  Wait a minute – 
this photo is from the Eagle Mountain field trip 
in March 2008.  Photo by Leona Chouiniere. 

Some of Gary’s England Finds 
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Federation Report 
By Don Tracy 

Calendar of CFMS Activities 
Oct 13-15 - BLM field conference, Mother 
Lode III: Northern Mines 
Nov 7-9 - Fall Directors Meeting, Visalia, CA 
Apr 17-19, 2009 - CFMS Show and 
Convention, City of San Jose (Bay Area) 
May 17-23, 2009 - Camp Paradise Lapidary & 
Geology School 
Nov 15-22, 2009 - Zyzyx Lapidary & Geology 
School 

 

NEWS: Because of destruction caused 
by the storm of Hurricane Ike, the annual AFMS 
Show and Convention of 2009 had to be 
cancelled! The AFMS Show was to be held 
September 26, 27, and 28 in the Houston suburb 
of Humble Texas located near Bush 
International Airport. Reports are that the Town 
of Humble was without electricity for ten days. 
Automobiles could not get gasoline because 
there was no electric power for the gas pumps. 
An army of emergency personnel (including 
electricians along with carpenters and other 
construction workers) has temporarily migrated 
to the Houston area. This is great for recovery 
but terrible for hotel reservations. Therefore, the 
President of AFMS, Shirley Leeson, had to 
make the sad decision to cancel the meeting 
because travelers flying in could not be 
guaranteed a room to stay in. The Houston Gem 
& Mineral Society will still hold a rock show 
but without AFMS being there. 

OTHER NEWS: One of the benefits 
from our club’s affiliation with the Regional 
Federation (CFMS) is the representation 
provided in the law-making branches of the 
government. The Public Lands Advisory 
Committee of CFMS covers this important 
service for rockhounds. State and US legislators 
can introduce new laws at any time that affects 

amateur geologists and the rock collecting 
hobbies for bad or good. The Committee keeps 
tabs on legislative issues that might be of 
interest and provides some oversight for us. A 
recent concern has been H.R. 554 also known as 
the “Paleo Bill” which is a threat to all 
rockhounds –your car could be confiscated 
because your teenager picked up a neat looking 
fossil near the picnic table. One way for an 
individual to become more involved is by 
supporting and joining the American Lands 
Access Association (ALAA), which is a 
separate non-profit organization established by 
the American Federation of Gem and Mineral 
Societies. Visit their website 
(www.amlands.org) for membership 
information. Other bills of interest in California 
are: 

1. S.493 “California Wild Heritage Act of 
2007” by B. Boxer 

2. H.R.860 “California Wild Heritage Act 
of 2007” by Hilda Solis 

3. S.3069 “Eastern Sierra and Northern San 
Gabriel Wild Heritage Act” by B. Boxer 

4. H.R.6156 “Eastern Sierra and Northern 
San Gabriel Wild Heritage Act” by H. 
McKeon. 

Internet Links 
1. Go on the Internet and checkout the 

CFMS web site at www.cfmsinc.org. 
There are statewide items of geological 
and lapidary interests. 

2. Subscribe to the BLM newsletter at 
www.newsbytes.com. 

3. Checkout BLM’s “Geology and Mining 
History Field Trips” at  
www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/bakersfield/Pro
grams/geology/fieldtrips.html. 
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Field Trips (cont’d from page 1) 
 
Nov 1-2, Marble Mountains, near Amboy.  
Led by Mike Reason.  Join me as I return to one 
of my favorite spots in Southern California.  An 
added addition this year is a camp-over to watch 
the stars and tell tales.  We will depart the shop 
at 8:30 AM on Saturday, which should put us at 
the Marble Mountains around lunchtime.  We’ll 
search for trilobites at a couple locations on 
Saturday afternoon (places I have not led club 
trips).  We’ll have a dry camp on Saturday 
evening (bring plenty of water) and I’ll bring 
firewood to keep us warm in the evening.  On 
Sunday, we’ll meet up with anyone who wants 
to just do a day trip, then hit a couple more spots 
for fossils.  If time permits and if there is 
interest, we could explore garnet hill to collect 
epidote, hematite, garnet, and marble (for 
spheres).  Note: Daylight savings time will end 
on Sunday, Nov 2, so anyone doing a day trip, 
don’t forget to set your clock back an hour 
before bedtime. 
 
Nov 26-30: Wiley’s Well Thanksgiving 
Gathering.  Folks from all over the southwest 
come together for a Thanksgiving pot luck 
dinner and lots of fields trips.  Some folks camp, 
some day trip.  It is about a 3-hr drive from 
Yucaipa.  We need someone who can lead folks 
from the shop to the camping area. 
Leader: Bob Fitzpatrick (rurocky2@aol.com) 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 
NOVEMBER PROGRAM – BOLO TIE 
CONTEST:  Remember to finish your Bolo tie 
for the November competition.  At the meeting, 
the entrants will explain how they made the tie 
and any construction tips so we can all learn a 
little from their experiences. 
 
Rules are: 
-  Must be made in the shop 
-  A person can only win in one category 
  
Categories: 
Best silver smithing 
Best use of stone 
Most interesting/artistic design. 
  
Also, anyone has a bolo tie that was made 
previously (or bought) and would like to bring it 
in to show other members (not for competition), 
please bring it along. 
  
DECEMBER PROGRAM:  HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

 
Bruce Coonrod displayed some of his treasures at a 
recent Metal Detectors’ Group Meeting.  Photos  by 
Henry Cobb. 
 

Want to see color photos in your copy of the 
newsletter and save the club postage cost?  
Sign up for electronic delivery of the 
newsletter.  Simply contact Mike at 
mdreason@verizon.net.
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YVGMS GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2008 
By Rainy Baldwin, Secretary 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to 
order by President Frank Fitch at 7:15 P.M. 
PLEDGE OF ALEGIENCE:  Led by Lee 
Peterson. 
MINUTES:   Accepted 
GUESTS: Rachel McIntosh. 
TREASURY REPORT: Henry Cobb. 
CORRESPONDENCE: The CFMS 
Newsletter.  
FEDERATION NEWS:   Given by Don Tracy 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  We are looking 
for people to do the mini raffle and work shop 
classes. A.  Membership -Valesca Lopez- 
Valesca introduced 2 new members- Rachel and 
Stephen McIntosh. We now have 197 members.  
B-Show-Bill Jochimsen- If you know of any 
dealers that might want to come, get their 
business card and give it to Bill.  If you have 
any ideas for the show, let Bill know. We are 
trying to organize a youth group for the club. 
Any ideas, please let Bill know. C.  Shop-Dan 
Norcross- We now have a 30 inch saw, and we 
have some new diamond wheels. Margaret  
Thielemann will be teaching a chain bracelet 
class soon, next month. Lavon Ames will be 
teaching wire wrapping on Saturdays or 
Sundays. We also have the silversmith class on 
Friday nights.  D.  Field Trips-This Saturday, 
we will have a field trip to Henrys house. There 
will be a small fee and the buckets will be a 
dollar each, 2:30-5 pm.  The Joshua Tree show 
is Oct 1st to the 5th.  Oct 10-12 is the Jade Cove 
Show Led by Lee Peterson.  That will be an 
overnighter. It takes 6-8 hrs. to get there. 
Campsite fees are $22.00.  Oct 11th-12 is the 
Trona Show at Searles Lake, about 3 hrs. from 
here.  On the first week of November will be a 
trip to the Marble Mountains, led by Mike 
Reason.  Here you may find fossils. At the end 
of November is the Wiley’s Well field trip, led 

by Bob Fitzpatrick.  The Houser beds are there, 
black agate, geodes, fire agate, and we will go to 
Pebble Terrace.  You will need a four-wheel 
drive for Pebble Terrace.  March 2009 is the 
Stoddard Wells Show. The San Bernardino 
Tailgate Show is Sept 25th at the little league 
field in Devore.  E.  Metal Detecting- Henry 
Cobb – There will be a trip to 29 Palms in the 
middle of Oct. 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
NEW BUSINESS - We are forming a 
nominating committee group to nominate 
officers for the next year. Also there will be new 
bylaw changes being made for our club. We 
may increase the spending limit for the shop.  
Also, we would like to see three people sign up 
to get refreshments for the meeting. Contact 
Patrice Copeland. 
ROCK OF THE MONTH:  Next month’s rock 
of the month will be Silver. Winners are: Badge 
Drawing: Shirley Hill, Shop- Margaret 
Thielemann, Show and Tell- Judy. 
PROGRAM:  Earthquakes by Kathleen 
Springer. 
 
 

 
Gold nuggets and miscellaneous findings 
displayed at a recent Metal Detectors’ Group 
meeting.  Photo by Henry Cobb. 
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The 
Mojave Desert 

Gem & Mineral Society  
 
 
 
 

Presents 

Walt Wright 
Paleobotanist   

SEMINAR SCHEDULE  
 

Date: October 17, 2008 (Fri) 
Time: 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

 
Date: October 18, 2008 (Sat) 

Time: 8:30 am to 9:00 pm 
 

Date: October 19, 2008 (Sun) 
Time: 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

 
Location: Hinkley Senior Ctr 
35997 Mt View, Hinkley, CA 

 
Cost:  $75 per person 

 

 
SEMINAR INFORMATION 

 
This is your opportunity to learn about the 
complex and beautiful world of Petrified Wood.  
Learn about: 

�  Age, origin, and occurrence 

�  Famous and varied wood locations 

�  Fossilization of wood 

�  Identifying kinds of Wood  

�  Mineralization & petrifaction 

�  Paleo-environments 

�  Plant morphology 

�  Preservation of carbon based life forms 

�  The myth about replacement 
 
This intensive seminar will emphasize actual 
identification of Petrified Wood, with samples 
from Walt Wright’s extensive collection as well 
as from those brought by participants.  Each 
participant may bring three pieces for Walt to 
identify. 
 
Books on Petrified Wood as well as others, 
plus 20x hand lenses will be available for 
purchase at the seminar. 
 
A 30x pocket microscope is  
NOT advised! 
 
Field trip to Sperry Wash is open to seminar 
attendees only.   
 
Space is limited to 44 persons on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  Pre-registration is required.  
For info, see flyer at shop or October’s meeting. 
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494, Yucaipa, CA  
92399 

 

OFFICERS 
  
President............Frank Fitch ........(858)229-6870 
Vice President ...Lee Peterson......(909)794-0731 
Secretary ...........Rainy Baldwin ..(909)790-2792 
Treasurer-CFO ..Hank Cobb ........(909)795-3716 
Fed. Director .....Don Tracy ........(951)845-5428 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

3-Year ...............Mike Reason .....(909)795-2540 
2-Year ...............Carl Morrow......(714)476-3727 
1-Year ...............Sue Mothersole .(909)795-1681 
1-Year ...............Lynn Parker.......(951)769-1855 

 

 
 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

 
Bulletin Editor ..Mike Reason ...........(909)795-2540     
Constitution & By Laws ............................................ 
..................Lee Peterson.....................(909)794-0731 
Display .............Aimee Fitch ............(858)229-6870 
Field Trip .........Frank Fitch ..............(858)229-6870 
Hospitality ........Ann Boatman ..........(909)795-4618 
Membership .....Valesca Dwyer ........(909)790-7313 
Metal Detecting Phil Alford ..............(909)795-8284 
Mini-Raffle ......Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Mini-Silent Auction ................................................... 
..................Sue Mothersole ................(909)795-1681 
Publicity ...........KT Gates-Waldrup   (909)797-9816 
Refreshment .....Open........................(909)583-4522 
Sgt at Arms .......Henry Torres ...........(909)795-7178 
Show Chairman.Bill Jochimsen.........(909)790-1475 
Ways & Means..Kelly Templeton .....(909)583-4522 
Webmaster ........Mike Reason ...........(909)795-2540 
Workshop..........Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Workshop Classes...................................................... 
..................Margaret Thieleman.........(925)998-6520 
Workshop Phone........................................................ 
..................(Hank’s cell phone)..........(909)238-8143 
Workshop Committee Members: 
Hank Cobb, Richard C, Bill Jochimsen, 
Margaret Thieleman, David Dickinson 
 

 
Eagle Mtn Excavator and Bucket (photos by Leona C) 

  

Eagle Mountain Mine 

Metropolitan Water District engineer 
explains Bernoulli’s Principle to 

attentive YVGMS members. 

Photo by Leona C. 

Photo by Leona C. 
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494 
Yucaipa, CA  92399 

http://mysite.verizon.net/yucaipagem/ 
 
 

The specific purpose of the 
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society, Inc. is to promote the 
earth sciences, paleontology, and 
the lapidary arts within the 
community. The objectives are to 
have educational meetings, earth 
science field trips, and 
exhibitions with members and 
the community invited. 

 

 
Member of 

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

 
 

 
Member of 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.amfed.org/ 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum,  
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road. 

 
 

BOARD MEETINGS  
Board Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of the month at the Workshop,  
34861 Yucaipa Blvd, across from Del Taco, 
between Second and Third Streets. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
An applicant must file an application which can 
be obtained from the Membership Chairman. 
Annual dues are required:   Individuals - $15.00    
Families - $25.00 

 

WORKSHOP 
Workshop is located at 34861 Yucaipa Blvd, 
across from Del Taco, between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets.  

 
Workshop Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6pm to 9pm 
Saturday 9am to 1pm & Sunday 1pm to 5pm.  
Workshop committee meetings are at the 
workshop on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 
2:00 p.m. 
 

METAL DETECTOR GROUP 
Meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum, 
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama, 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road. 
 

BULLETIN 
Your contributions to the Green Valley Rocker 
are appreciated.  Please submit your items by 
the 20th of each month to be included in the 
next month’s issue. 
 
Editor :  Mike Reason, yucaipagem@verizon.net 
Member Email:  please visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/YVGMSbiz/
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OCTOBER 2008  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opal is the modern October birthstone and the accepted gem for the 13th wedding anniversary.  Most opal is 50-65 million years 
old, dating back to the Cretaceous period when dinosaurs roamed the earth. Opal formed as silica from decomposing rocks mixed 
with ground water which formed a silica gel that collected and hardened in underground cavities and fissures. Opal's chemical 
formula is SiO2 .nH2O. There are two distinct types of opal, common and precious. The way the silica particles form determines 
which type. In precious opal, silica particles are packed in regular rows and layers. Moving the stone causes light to diffract, or 
split, as it grazes the opal surface. This light diffusion shows iridescent flashes of green, blue, aqua and sometimes yellowish or 
red colors which are referred to as "fire".   http://www.bernardine.com/birthstone/opal.htm 

 

Daylight 
Savings 
Time Ends 
on Nov 2! 

31 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
Halloween 
 

30 29 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
  
 
 
 

28 
 

27 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

26 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 

 
 

25 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 
 
 

24 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 

 
 

23 22 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

21 
 

 
 

 

20 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 

19 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 

��� �

18 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 

 
 

17 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
   
 
 

15 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

14 13 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 

12 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 

 
 

11 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 

10 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 

 

9 
REG MTG     

7:00PM 
 

 

8 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

7 
 

BOARD 
MTG 

6:30PM 
 

6 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

5 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 

 
 

 

4 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 

 
 

 

3 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 

2 
METAL 
DTCTG 

MTG  
6:00PM 

 

1 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 
 

��� �

  

BIRTHDAYS 
Oct 2 – Roger Baty  Oct 3 – Tom Carson  
Oct 5 – Bill Ahlborn Oct 5 – Dan Melnik  
Oct 7 – Carl Morrow  Oct 8 – Bernie Mauldin  
Oct 9 – Lynn Parker  Oct 10 – Helen Dahnke 
Oct 11 – Sue Mothersole  Oct 15 – Steve Mains 
Oct 16 – Eloy Martinez  Oct 19 – Bill Jochimsen 
Oct 20 – Geneva Lucas Oct 30 – Tom Groth 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Oct 2 – Dan & Kathy Norcross 
Oct 23 – Tony & Darlene D’eliso 
Oct 24 – Walt & Cynthia Harrison 
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Upcoming Shows and Events 
 
October 1 - 5, 2008, Joshua Tree show "Sportsman Club Jamboree", 6225 Sunburst Ave.- Joshua Tree, CA 
October 5 2008, Fallbrook, CA, Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society, "Fall Festival of Gems", FGMS Museum, 

123 W. Alvarado, Hours: 10 – 4, Mary Fong-Walker (760) 728-1130, Diane Tjepkes (780) 468-8028  
October 11 - 12 2008, Trona, CA, Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society, “66th Annual Gem-O-Rama”, Searles 

Lake Gem & Mineral Society, 13337 Main Street, Hours: Sat. 7:30 - 5; Sun. 7:30 – 4, Bonnie Fairchild (760) 
372-5356, Email: glgms@wvisp.com Website: www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/tronagemclub.html  

October 11-12 2008, Lakeside, CA , Cajon Valley Gem & Mineral Society, Lakeside Rodeo Grounds, 12584 
Mapleview, Hours: 10-5 both days, David Newton (619) 390-5054, Email: jontom@nethere.com Webpage: 
www.ecvgms.com  

October 11-12 2008, Vista, CA, Vista Gem & Mineral Society, Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 2040 
North Sante Fe Avenue, Hours: Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4, Cherie Wilson (760) 941-7073  

October 18 2008, West Hills, CA, Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, First United Methodist Church, 22700 
Sherman Way, Hours: 10-5, Virginia Rotramel (951) 403-2634, Email: show@rockchippers.org Webpage: 
http://www.rockchippers.org/ 

October 18-19 2008, Whittier, CA , Whittier Gem & Mineral Society, Whittier Community Center, 7630 
Washington Avenue, Hours: Sat. 10-5 both days, Jay Valle: (626) 934-9764, Email: res19pnb@verizon.net  
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