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January Program

By Janice Torres

January features our annual pilgrimage
to Quartzite. BUT did you know that there are
some interesting collecting sites in the vicinity —
unigue  mineral specimens, fluorescent
specimens, etc.. You may want to extend your
pilgrimage a little longer to take advantage of
these collecting sites. Lee will show several
short videos on these sites. The videos are part
of a recently released DVD.

Upcoming Field Trips

By Frank Fitch

Jan 17-18 Boron Travertine Claim plus
wandering Leader Frank, and others. There will
be a signup sheet at the shop. We will meet at
the shop at 7:30 am Saturday morning and
depart at 8am sharp. We should be at the
travertine claim by 10 am. Bring your hard rock
and digging tools. This claim is held by the
Sierra Pelona club. There is high quality banded
travertine and honey "onyx". We will also
explore many other spots in the Boron dry lakes,
looking for jasper, agate, petrified wood, and
chapenite. This is mostly float, but screens
may come in handy, too. If there is interest, we
can go to the visitor center at the Borax Mine.
There is a nominal fee (a dollar or two the last
time | visited) but it is well worth it. The video
features a very young Ronald Reagan! All that,
and *really* big trucks, too. For more
information, see http://www.borax.com/borax6.html

Some of us [well, maybe just myself :>)] will be
camping over untii Sunday. Everyone is
welcome to stay over. Day trippers are welcome
as well. This is a dry camping site, so bring lots
of water and the normal dry camping stuff.

January Display Theme

By Aimee Fitch
As we head in to the new year, | chose
WHITE or JADE for January's display theme.
White for snow and winter and Jade just
because | want to see what interesting colors of
Jade there are! Hope you all had a wonderful
holiday and Happy New Year!

President’'s Message
By Frank Fitch

What a great year we had! We grew to
over 200 members! I'd like to thank all the
committee chairs and club offices from 2008.
You are what keeps the club running!

| enjoyed my first term as president, and
look forward to amusing you for another year. |
know | made some blunders in my first year. |
assure you next year will have a fresh batch of
blunders for you viewing pleasure!

Club Dues

By Henry Cobb

Annual dues for membership to the
Yucaipa Valley Gem and Mineral Society are
due for renewal each January. If you have not
renewed your dues, please contact Henry Cobb
to maintain your membership.

Upcoming Field Trips (continued)
Jan 24 Quartzsite Showleader: Frank. There
will be a signup sheet at the shop. We will meet
at the shop at 7:30am and form carpools. Then
we will caravan out to Quartzsite. The target
show is the "pow wow", but there are many
other concurrent shows.
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Metal Detector’'s Corner
by Phil Alford

The December 4th, Meeting of the Metal
Detector Group was once again attended by the
most loyal treasure hunters, coin shooters and
gold prospectors and on display was even more
gold. Which is why the metal detector group
will be discussing the filing of a gold mining
claim. Yes, you could be part of a gold mining
claim too. Just show up to the next meeting of
the Yucaipa Valley Gem and Mineral Society's
Metal Detector Group and be part of the
discussion. Also we will receive more info on

our role in the research of an 1886 school house |

located in Yucaipa. Be sure to bring your
"finds" to show and brag at our January 6th
(Tuesday), 6:00 p.m. at the Mousley Museum in
Yucaipa.

2009 Gold & Treasure Show

Jan 10-11 at the National Orange Show. Hours:

10:00AM - 5:00PM Saturday and Sunday.

Admission: $5.00 for Adults. Kids under 12 are

FREE. (The first 100 paid attendees receive a

vial with gold).

See the latest and greatest in prospecting
equipment from experienced dealers at the
shows

See live demonstrations for many prospecting
products

Learn the latest techniques from qualified
prospectors during our lectures such as basic

DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING

The December meeting was held at Ann
Boatman’s home and featured a potluck dinner
that was attended by many of our 200+
members. In addition to a “white elephant” gift
exchange, the 2009 officers and board of
directors were sworn in. Club business was
limited to exchange of stories from 2009 and
sharing time with friends. The smiles on the

faces in the picture below show that a good time
was had by all.

Want to see color photos in your copy of
newslette? Sign up for electronic delive
of the newsletter, and enjoy an added bc
by saving the club postage cost. Sin

prospecting, the Alaska Expedition and
metal detecting

Meet Tom Massie from "Gold Fever" as seen on
Outdoor Channel and get a FREE
autographed photo

Try your hand in the gold panning contest($5.00
entry fee, winner takes all and a trophy too

Call 800-551-9707 for more details or

http://www.goldprospectors.org/

contact Mike at mdreason@verizon.neg
Wanted

Your announcements for the YVGME

newsletter. A field trip report, pictures,

announcements, anything you think other club
members would find interesting. Send an emalil
to mdreason@verizon.neir call Mike at 909-
795-2540.
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ONYX

Onyx is a cryptocrystalline form of
quartz The colors of its bands range from white
to almost every color (save some shades, such
as purple or blue). Commonly, specimens of
onyx available contain bands of colors of white,
tan, and brownSardonyx is a variant in which
the colored bands agard(shades of red) rather
than black. Pure black onyx is common, and
perhaps the most famous variety, but not as
common as onyx with banded colors.

The agate-like sardonyx (banded
agate). The specimen is 2.5 cm (1
inch) wide.

It is usually cut as @abochon or into
beads, and is also used fotagliosandcameos
where the bands make the image contrast with
the ground. Some onyx is natural but much is
produced by the staining aefjate

The name has sometimes been used,
incorrectly, to label other bandethpidary
materials, such as bandethicite (Mexican
Onyx) found in Mexico, Pakistan and other
places, and often carved, polished and sold. This
material is much softer than true onyx, and
much more readily available. The majority of
carved items sold as 'onyx' today are this
carbonatenaterial.

The information on this page was obtained
from http://www.wikipedia.com/

TRAVERTINE

Travertine is asedimentary rocklt is a

natural chemical precipitate of carbonate
minerals typically aragonite but often

recrystallized to, or primarilycalcite

Travertine forms asalcium carbonates
deposited from the water of minesbringsor
rivulets that are saturated with dissolved
calcium bicarbonate The spring water from
which the calcium carbonate precipitates can be
hot, warm or cold. The rate of deposition
increases with the temperature of the water, or
alternatively, whenbiotic material accelerates
the process of precipitation.

carbon

When dioxideich  water
percolates through rocks limestoneareas, the
water dissolves the limestone (typickbrst
process) and becomes saturated. A drop in
pressure and/or change in temperature occurs
causes the water to release the carbon dioxide as
gas, much like carbonated beveragesThe
calcium carbonate then recrystallizes and small
debris and living biotic material such a®ss
algae andcyanobacteridoecome encrusted. The
biotic material may survive, and may continue
growing on top.

When pure and fine, travertine is white,
but often is brown to yellow due to impurities
(other than carbonate minerals).
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What Rockhounds Need to
Know About Claims

CFMS Field Trips — North Seminar
By Dick Pankey Contra Costa M&GS

Every rockhound who has collected on
BLM or Forest Service land has come upon
claim markers and wondered “what should | do
now?” Are they old or new? Is the claim active?
May I/should | enter? May | collect? This
Seminar will answer these questions and more.
Dr Gregg Wilkerson from the Bakersfield BLM
District Office will be the presenter and address
the following topics at this seminar:

General overview and history of claims
and claiming. What it means when a
piece of land is claimed.

Current status of claim procedures. What
is “claimable™?

What are the rights and obligations of a
Claim Holder?

What are the rights and obligations of
the public in respect to a claim?

Use of claims to have and maintain
access to rockhounding areas.

How to stake and file a claim.

Where and how to get information about
claims and claimed land?

This seminar will be hosted by the Contra Costa
M&GS on Saturday, March 21, 2009 at the
Community Presbyterian Church in Pittsburg,
CA. An announcement flier with details and
directions is available on the CFMS Web Site -
www.cfmsinc.org. This seminar is for field trip
leaders and all rockhounds who enjoy collecting
and using our public lands; all CFMS society
members and guests are welcome. The cost is
$5, which includes a hot dog lunch with “all of
the trimmings.”

Quartzsite, Arizona

http://www.desertusa.com/Cities/az/quartzite.html
Population: 1,900
Elevation: 876 feet msl

Weather / Climate

Quartzsite has a classic low desert climate with
extremely low relative humidity and very high
summer temperatures. On the average, it
receives less than 4 inches of precipitation a
year. Stores, shops, restaurants, theaters and
homes are air-conditioned year round in
Quartzsite. Average high and low temperatures
in January are 65 and 37, and average February
temperatures range from a high of 71 to a low of
42.

History

In 1856, settler Charles Tyson built a fort at the
present site of Quartzsite to protect his water
supply from attacks by Native Americans. Fort
Tyson soon became a stopover on the
Ehrenburg-to-Prescott stagecoach route. It had
become known as Tyson's Wells by the time the
stage stopped running and the town was
abandoned.

A small mining boom revitalized the town as

Quartzsite in 1897 and it remained thus until

1965, when the Pow Wow Rock, Gem &

Mineral Show began the rockhound winter

migration to Quartzsite each year. These days,
the population can swell to almost a million

during January and February as rockhounders,
jewelers and vendors, mostly in thousands of
RVs, attend the eight major gem and mineral
shows.

For a list of major events in Quartzsite in
January and February of 2009, see page 8.
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM &
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.
Post Office Box 494, Yucaipa, CA
92399

OFFICERS

President............ Frank Fitch........ (858)229-6870
Vice President...Janice Torres.....(909)795-7178
Secretary ........... Rainy Baldwin ..(909)790-2792
Treasurer-CFO ..Hank Cobb......... (909)795-3716

Fed. Director .....Don Tracy ........ (951)845-5428
DIRECTORS

3-Year ............... Mike Parker....... (951)769-1855

2-Year .....cccou..... Mike Reason .....(909)795-2540

1-Year.............. Carl Morrow......(714)476-3727

1-Year ............... Dan Norcross ....(909)790-9749

Workshop News

By Henry Cobb, Shop Member

Our 2 “sit-down” machines now have
new diamond wheels (60 grit and 200 grit) but
the same sanding wheels. Please give way to our
older members, also some members have leg
and knee problems, please think of them when
using the “sit-down” machines.

Almost all of our grinders are now
equipped with diamond wheels. Please don't
abuse them with large rocks. Instead, please use
the super grinder outside.

We have a new cordless Dremel for use
with silversmithing and jewelry making.

Shop use has been low since the cold
weather has set in (5 or 6 per night) so if the
cold doesn't bother you, come on down and join
us.

Locker Fees are now due!Please see a
workshop committee member to update your
locker rental.

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Bulletin Editor ..Mike Reason
Constitution & By Laws
.................. Lee Peterson.....................(909)794-0731

Display ............. Aimee Fitch ............ (858)229-6870
Field Trip ......... Frank Fitch.............. (858)229-6870
Hospitality ........ Ann Boatman .......... (909)795-4618

Metal Detecting Phil Alford
Mini-Raffle ...... Dan Norcross
Mini-Silent AUCLION ..........cooeeiiiiiieerr e

.................. Sue Mothersole.................(909)795-1681
........... KT Gates-Waldrup (909)797-9816

.............. (909)795-8284
.......... (909)790-9749

Show Chairman.Bill Jochimsen......... (909)790-1475

Webmaster ........ Mike Reason
Workshop.......... Dan Norcross

........... (909)795-2540
.......... (909)790-9749

Workshop Phone..........ooiiiiin
.................. (Hank’s cell phone)..........(909)238-8143
Workshop Committee Members:

Hank Cobb, Richard C, Bill Jochimsen,

Margaret Thieleman, David Dickinson

As you can see from the above listing, wdl sti
need volunteers to fill many chair positions
2009. With over 200 members, surely we car
some new volunteers! Contact Frank if you h
any desire to help out. No matter what y
skills are, if you have the time and desire to
we'll find a place for you!
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM &
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.
Post Office Box 494

Yucaipa, CA 92399
http://mysite.verizon.net/yucaipagem/

The specific purpose of the
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Miner
Society, Inc. is to promote the
earth sciences, paleontology, and
the lapidary arts within th
community. The objectives are o
have educational meetings, earth
science  field  trips, an
exhibitions with members and
the community invited.

/ SOHETES

Member of
California Federation of Mineralogical Societies
http://www.cfmsinc.org/

Member of

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
http://www.amfed.org/

REGULAR MEETINGS
Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum,
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road.

BOARD MEETINGS
Board Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first
Tuesday of the month at the Workshop,
34861 Yucaipa Blvd, across from Del Taco,
between Second and Third Streets.

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS
An applicant must file an application which can
be obtained from the Membership Chairman.
Annual dues are required: Individuals - $15.00
Families - $25.00

WORKSHOP

Workshop is located at 34861 Yucaipa Blvd,
across from Del Taco, betweerf®2and ¥
Streets.

Workshop Hours:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6pm to 9pm
Saturday 9am to 1pm & Sunday 1pm to 5pm.
Workshop committee meetings are at the
workshop on the 3rd Saturday of each month at
2:00 p.m.

METAL DETECTOR GROUP
Meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. on the first
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum,
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama,
between Date Street and Oak Glen Roauie
to the New Year holiday, the January meeting
will be held on January's

BULLETIN
Your contributions to the Green Valley Rocker
are appreciated Please submit your itemsy
the 20" of each monthto be included in the
next month’s issue.

Editor: Mike Reason, yucaipagem@verizon.net
Member Email: please visit
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/YVGMSbiz/




The Green Valley Rocker
Vol. XLIX, No. 1

January 2009 -

Page 75

JAN UARY 2009

Dec 28 Dec 29 Dec 30 Dec 31 3
SHOP: 1PM- SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP CLOSED SHOP 6 - 9PM SHOP: 9AM-
5PM New Year's Eve 1PM
Laura Bowden
4 5 6 MetalDtctg | 7 8 9 10
SHOP: 1PM- SHOP: 6 - 9PM Mtg 6:00 SHOP: 6 - 9PM GENERAL | SHOP: 6-9PM | SHOP: 9AM-
5PM Board Mtg MTG 1PM
Mike Ruth 6:30 - shop .
Art & Lucinda Edith Osb 6:30PM
i ith Osburn ; ;
Nancy Altimus | Graeber ol S SoUT Leona Chouiniere | Michael Muir
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
SHOP: 1PM- SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 9AM-
5PM 1PM
Field Trip:
Boron
Narlene N'alicn | Dick Crockett Virginia Stone Barbara McKnight
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
SHOP: 1PM- SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 9AM-
5PM 1PM
Field Trip: Field Trip:
Boron Joanne Evans | Ann Boatman Gabe Torres Quartzsite
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
SHOP: 1PM- SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 6 - 9PM SHOP: 9AM-
5PM 1PM

Janice Torres

YVGMS Events,

Birthd

ays,andAnniversaries

January birthstone: Garnet

January flower: Carnation or Snowdrop
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Upcoming Shows and Events

January 17-18 2009, Exeter, CATule Gem & Mineral Society, Exeter Memorial Bldg, 420 N
Kaweah, Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-4, Margaret Buchmann (599) 739-0401, Email:
mab@mindinfo.com

February 13-22, 2009, Indio, CASan Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Society, Riverside County Fair &
National Date Festival, Gem amp;& Mineral Building Bldg #1, 46-350 Arabee§tHours: 10
am - 10 pm, Bert Grisham: (915) 849-1674, Eni&t67 @verizon.net

February 27 - 28, Northridge, CA Del Air Rockhounds Club, United Methodist Church, 9650 Reseda
Blvd. (at Superior Street), Hours: Fri. 3p.m. - 9:30pm; Sat. 10-5, Julie Marin (818) 886-7190
Website:http://http://delairrockhounds.blogspot.com

February 27 - March 8 2009, Imperial, CA Imperial Valley Gem and Mineral Society, Inc., Gem and
Mineral Building on Fairgrounds, Hours: Fri., Sat. & Sun. Noon — 10, Mon. thru Thur. 4pm -
10pm, Jim Strain (760) 356-2361.

Quartzite Calendar
January 1 - February 28, 20D@sert Gardens -Annual International Gem & Mineral Show
January 2 - January 11, 2009son Wells Rock & Gem Show
January 10 - January 25, 2000ain Event
January 16 - January 25, 200@son Wells Sell-A-Rama
January 28 - February 1. 20B@bby Craft & Gem Show
January 21- 25 2008nnual Pow Wow

YUCAIPA VALLEY FIRST CLASS MAIL
GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.

GREEN VALLEY ROCKER
Mike Reason, editor
Post Office Box 494

Yucaipa, California 92399



