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 If you have not renewed your YVGMS 
membership by March 1, your membership will 
be dropped from the YVGMS roster and this 
will be the last newsletter you will receive.  
Please see Henry Cobb to update your 
membership and continue to receive club 
benefits. 
 

March Program 
By Janice Torres 

 YVGMS member Charlie Arroyo will be 
sharing his experience from collecting at a 
trilobite mine in Utah during the summer of 
2008.  The Utah trilobites are typically 
preserved much better than the trilobites we 
collect in the Marble Mountains.  Come enjoy 
the discussion of some of the first animals that 
lived on this great planet. 
 

 
photo from:  http://www.trilobites.info/Utah.htm 

March Display Theme 
By Aimee Fitch 

 Blue, Glorious Blue is the color of 
Royalty and also this month’s display color.  So 
let's see what you have to be regally displayed 
this month! 
 
��
 

President’s Message 
By Frank Fitch 

The Omnibus Bill  -There has been an ominous 
silence regarding the omnibus bill. For those of 
you who do not know, the government has taken 
many of the "land grab" bills and rolled them in 
pork, and called it an omnibus bill. This is 
senate bill S22, from the 111th senate. This  
omnibus bill will place over 2 MILLION acres 
off limits to humans permanently. Well, at least 
those of us not in good enough physical 
condition to walk all the way. 

Large portions of land, here in California 
and in other states, will be designated 
"wilderness areas". There will be no mechanical  
devices permitted. No cars or trucks. No quads 
or three-wheelers. No wheelbarrows, hand 
trucks, or donkey carts. No wheelchairs,  
even. This is particularly funny, since one of the 
pork provisions in the omnibus bill is to 
improve the standard of living for  
disabled folks. 

The Senate has already passed S22. It is 
now in the House. It was on their schedule for 
consideration on Feb 10. There has been no  
news since. 

As a club, taking a stand against such 
bills would jeopardize our non-profit standing. 
But, as individuals we can still let our  
representatives know we will hold them 
accountable for their votes. 

It is probably too late to write letters, 
since physical mail get quarantined for a long 
time. But you can call, fax, or email your  
Congressman. Or, do all three. 

Let them know how you really feel 
about having *your* desert, that you have 
wandered all your life, taken away to be 
"protected for future generations". How can 
future generations access the land when the 
wilderness designation is permanent? 
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Metal Detector’s Corner 
by Phil Alford 

With all the winter weather there hasn't 
been much activity in the Detector Group, but 

that allows for the 
opportunity to make 
plans, read and research 
areas to be hunted.  A 
few hard core 
prospectors headed for 

the hills this past month and despite the cold 
wind rain and snow, did very well.  Note the 
Pictures. 

The Detector Group 
will plan a desert gold 
outing at the March 5th 
meeting, 6:00 p.m. at the 
Mousley Museum.  Be sure 
to bring your calendars. 

Rumor has it that 
Gary "Tortoise" Crabtree will 
bring cookies.  All members should bring their 
finds from the previous month.  

Now go find something! 

 

  

Yucaipa Gem and 
Mineral Youth Group 

By Brendon 
On Thursday, Jan.15th, we had the first 

meeting of our youth group. Our advisor, Bill 
Jochimsen, had Gabriel Torres come and show 
our group the great things that he made. Gabriel 
is a little older than the group and has been 
doing gem work for quite awhile. It made us 
interested in getting to learn silver smithing and 
wire wrapping.  

We had our first field trip in December. 
Travis, Eric and Brendon, went to Mrs. Ames' 
house for rocks. Bill and Steve Williams were 
there to help us and two parents also joined us. 
We want to thank Mrs. Ames for a fun day. The 
three youths also attended the Christmas party at 
Mrs. Boatman's. We hope you got to see the 
items we have been working on at the January 
meeting. Many people came to speak with 
Travis and Brendon.  

We are waiting for more youths to join 
us. Please have anyone interested call Bill.  

Our group attended the Wednesday shop 
but it is great to have our own night on 
Thursday, to see other people's work and have a 
meeting time. We thank you for your support 
and ask you to help us name our group. Names 
submitted: "Rock Puppies" and "Rocky 
Rouges".  

The yet to be named Youth group has 
been growing by the weeks.  We have added 
Cole McDonald who is 8 years old and Jacob 
Boatman (Travis’ younger brother).  This brings 
the membership to 5 with room for more 
members between the ages of 8 and 17.   

Want to see color photos in your copy of the 
newsletter?  Sign up for electronic delivery 
of the newsletter, and enjoy an added bonus 
by saving the club postage cost.  Simply 
contact Mike at mdreason@verizon.net.
 

Metal Detector’s Corner photos 
provided by Phil Alford. 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
By Frank Fitch 

Feb 28th: Mud Pots and Obsidian Dome 
(Salton Sea Areas).  Leader: Lee Peterson 

On 28 Feb, we will venture to 
see geothermal activity in progress.  We will 
first take a look at an area called Obsidian 
Dome containing obsidian and pumice (the kind 
that actually floats in water).  The obsidian 
is not the best quality but interesting to see.  
There we will have lunch and drive a short 
distance to the Mud Pots.  The Mud Pots are off 
a dirt road on the muddy flats near the eastern 
shore of the Salton Sea (Davis Rd and Schrimpf 
Rd, Calipatria, CA 92233).  Carbon dioxide 
slowly bubbles up to the earth's surface. On the 
way, it passes through an aquifer, forcing water 
and mud to bubble like a cauldron beneath your 
feet.   They burp, gargle and croak, creating 
miniature mud volcanoes and flows.   These are 
extremely interesting. 

Bring along a sack lunch and drink, 
bucket for pumice and obsidian.  The Mud Pots 
are really messy and the mud will stick to your 
boots.  Bring something to put on the floor of 
your vehicle (maybe a change of shoes).  Do not 
forget your cameras. 

We will meet at the shop at 7:45 and 
depart no later than 8:00 on 28 Feb. 
Please sign up or call Lee if interested in 
attending, 909-794-0731. 

 
Mar 7th:  Marble Mountains (near Amboy).  
Leader: Mike Reason. 

By popular request, we will be returning 
to the Marble Mountains to search for fossils 
from the Cambrian Period.  Trilobites are the 
most common fossil found here, but you can 
also find early brachiopods and early crinoids.  
You can also find chunks of marble with 
oncolites (fossil algae) suitable for making 
spheres.  We will depart the shop on Saturday 
morning at 6:30 sharp.  Dry camping is 
available for those who want to camp overnight. 

Mar 14th:  Stoddard Wells Tailgate (runs Mar 
13-15).  Leader: Needed 

This is a "carpool to a show" trip. If you 
want to carpool, and don't already have 
arrangements with someone, get on the signup  
sheet at the shop. 

 
Mar 28th:  Garnet Queen Mine.  Leaders: Frank 
Fitch & Lee Peterson 

This is an old mine site at about 4800 ft 
elevation. I've been told someone who knows 
that it will be cold. There may even be  
snow, so stay posted. Up-to-date info can 
always be found on our website, or on the 
signup sheet at the shop. As always, in the  
event of a cancellation, I will attempt to contact 
everyone on the signup sheet. Make sure you 
have legible contact info on the signup sheet. 
For those of you who want to go, but are not on 
the signup sheet... my ESP is broken, you will 
not be contacted in the event of a cancellation. 
Check the website, or the signup sheet at the 
shop.  We will leave the shop at 7:30 am, it's 
about a 1.5-hour drive. 

 
Apr 3-5: San Diego Council of Rock Clubs 1st 
Annual Tailgate.  Adjacent to the Antique 
Steam & Gas Engine Museum in Vista.  Leader: 
Needed. 

This is a "carpool to a show" trip. If you 
want to carpool, and don't already have 
arrangements with someone, get on the signup  
sheet at the shop. 

The vendor spots for rock and gem 
related sales are free. There will be camping 
right there for RV's and such and dry camping 
also for non-sellers. There will be an antique car 
show also, to draw more foot traffic.  There will 
be food available for breakfast and dinner - full 
breakfast $7 and full barbeque lunches $12-15. 

There will be programs both Friday and 
Saturday night - although they have not 
finalized that yet.  If you have any interest at all 
- you can call Simon at 619/991-2226 or Gladys 
at 619/444-3731. 
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MORE UPCOMING 
FIELD TRIPS 
By Frank Fitch 

 
Apr 20-23: Cave Creek (North of Phoenix, AZ) 
Leader: Frank Fitch 

We will leave Friday eve, exact time 
TBD.  This is a good 6hr drive. Campsites with 
pit toilets are available. Hotels are at least an 
hour from the collecting site.  We will be 
looking for good quality travertine/onyx, as well 
as agates and jaspers.  More details will be 
forthcoming, check the website and the signup 
sheet at the shop. 

 
May:  There are no field trips scheduled for may 
so that we can concentrate on preparations for 
the annual show. 

 

The photos in this 
column are from 
the Nov 2008 trip 
to the Marble 
Mountains.  Join 
us March 7 when 
we return to the 
site! 

Top and bottom photos provided by Janice Torres; 
middle two photos by Mike Reason. 

Robert shapes a cabochon. 
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
February 12TH, 2009, By Rainy Baldwin 

CALL TO ORDER : President Frank Fitch 
called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE : Led by Mike 
Parker. 
MINUTES:  Minutes approved. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Given by Henry 
Cobb. 
CORRESPONDENCE: Monrovia Rock 
hounds 50th Annual Gem and Mineral show will 
be  March 7th-8th, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  We received 
a letter from Crafton Hills Collage thanking us 
for the $500.00 donation from the Duane Harms 
Memorial Scholarship. We received the AFMS 
newsletter. The San Diego County Council 
Antique Gas and Steam Engine Museum will 
have their show April 3rd, 4th, and 5th.  (760)  
726-7570.  We received a card form David 
Bunk who will be at the Tucson show February 
12th-15th. Tucson Gem and Mineral Society. 
And we have a newspaper from Quartzite called 
the Quartzite Nugget. 
FEDERATION NEWS: No new news. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: A. Membership- 
Linda Gibbs will be helping with new 
membership signups. B. Show: Bill Jochimsen-
We have 3 openings for dealers, Linda Metcalfe 
is in charge of raffle tickets. Everyone please 
bring in a gift for the raffle prizes. We need 
someone to be in charge of the tickets. The 
tickets are ready now. C. Shop report- Dan 
Norcross- Explained the different classes we 
have at the shop, silversmith, wire wrapping, by 
LaVone Ames, Margaret Thielemann teaches a 
class on bracelets. We have classes on cab 
making, casting, and spear making. If anyone 
wants to teach a class, let us know.  We have 
expanded the area for the silversmith classes. 
The lockers have been moved outside. We do 
have a library now with lots of nice books to 
look at. Steve will be in charge of the library. 
The shop is open on Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday-6-9 p.m., Saturday-9-1:00, and Sunday-
1:00 -5:00 p.m. D. Field Trips: We may have a 

trip to the Copper Mineral Wash mine, which is 
2 hrs. outside of Quartzite.  We will have a trip 
to Marble Mountains on March 7th.  On 
February 28th, we will have a trip to the Mud 
Pots south east of Salton Sea.  The Stoddard 
Wells show will be on March 14th.  People can 
carpool if they want. On March 28th, there will 
be a field trip to the Garnett Queen, outside of 
Anza, 1-2 hrs. from Yucaipa. We will be able to 
pan for garnets in the water. There will be 
signup sheets at the shop for our field trips. E. 
Metal Detecting- Henry Cobb-We will have a 
trip to 29 Palms this month near the Dale area. 
Meet at the Mosley Museum the first Thursday 
of the month at 6:00 p.m.  
OLD BUSINESS: None 
NEW BISINESS: Dave Dickenson received an 
award for doing such a good job of taking care 
of our shop. We may have some new sweat 
shirts with our patch on them. Sign up if you 
want a sweat shirt. We have to get 24 people to 
be able to get the sweatshirts. We also have 
some sample patches for our members to pick 
from. The patches will be $8.00 a piece. We still 
need a name for our Youth Program. The kids 
meet on Thursday night at the shop.  
ROCK OF THE MONTH:  Check the 
newsletter for next months color. Winner of the 
Display case was LaVone Ames, winner of the 
Show and Tell- Henry Cobb, Badge Drawing – 
Thomas Zeich, Winners of the Mini Raffle- 
Kathy Norcross, Steve Rudkin, Bill Alborne, 
and Velesca Lopez.  
PROGRAM: Linda Ostos- Department of 
Earth Science, Deep Structures Beneath 
Yosemite.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.  

 

David Dickenson 
digging for oncolites 
in the Marble Mtns 
(November 2008).  
Photo by J. Torres. 
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The following articles were submitted by Ray 
Hill from Great South Gems and Minerals. 

Ray builds big tumbler  

http://www.greatsouth.net/ray_builds_big_tumbler.htm 
For years now I have been wanting to 

make me a large tire tumbler. I had heard of 
such a thing and even saw a sketch of something 
like this recently on a web site somewhere. 
Well, recently we acquired a large batch of 
Tampa Bay fossilized coral. The material is in 
large chunks and branch coral pieces. The sizes 
run from egg size to much larger than a softball. 
The material has a white chalky-like covering 
on the outside, covering the pretty agate 
material. So I start thinking that in order to sell 
this material, and make it look better than it 
does right now, I will have to clean this white 
chalky like coating off the pieces. And, knowing 
that I could not tumble these large chunks in my 
little rock tumbler, it just gave me the 
motivation I needed to go ahead and build one 
of the tire rock rumblers.  

As I was making the tumbler, I had to 
work out a couple of problems. One way I was 
getting some water dripping from the top of the 
tire as it is going around. I was able to solve this 
problem with a couple pieces of cut plywood 
and a threaded rod. Placing a cover over the tire 
opening on both sides prevents the water from 
coming out. 

I used a quarter-horse electric motor. 
Four pillow-lock bearings. Two 3/4" diameter 
shafts. A little wiring and a pressure treated 
wooden frame. The tire shown here is one that 
had been thrown out. We picked it up and used 
it for this project. 

With the pieces of fossil coral that we 
have, I found that I can get nearly a five-gallon 
bucket of the chunks into my new tire tumbler at 
a time. I won't take the material all the way 
through the four stages of grinding, sanding, and 
polishing. I just want to get the white chalky 
outer covering off the coral pieces. Should do a 

nice job. I put the coral pieces in the bottom of 
the tire, added fine play sand as a grinding 
compound, and added water to within about an 
inch of the top of the tire opening. About two 
days in my new tumbler should do the trick. 

 

 
Ray Hill's Tire Tumbler 

Cleaning algae, mold, fungus, mildew 
from your rocks 

http://www.greatsouth.net/cleaning_your_rocks.htm 

If you have rocks that has algae, mold, 
fungus, mildew on them try this. It works great.  

Take a small plastic pale, about a three-
gallon size. Pour one gallon of Clorox Bleach 
and one gallon of tap water into the bucket. 
Take the rocks that you want to clean and ease 
them down into the water/bleach mixture. Set it 
somewhere outside where the geese can't get 
into it. Let it sit for one day. Take your pretty 
rocks out, spread them on a surface and rinse 
them thoroughly with water. Then let them sit 
outside for a couple of hours until they dry. Be 
sure not to get the bleach or water/mixture on 
your cloths. It is like an acid and will bleach out 
a spot where it got on your cloths. Be careful.  

Any algae, mold, fungus, or mildew that 
had been on your pretty rocks will be gone.  

This is recommended for algae, mold, 
fungus, or mildew only. This process will not 
clean off calcite or rust deposits.  
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 Federation News����
By Don Tracy, Federation Chair 
The CFMS President’s message by C.J. 

Quitoriano (she’s involved with the state foster 
care system) suggests that clubs contact a local 
Foster Family Agency and inform them about 
opportunities at rock shows and club activities 
that the children could enjoy. On page 3, June 
Harris of Santa Clara Valley G&MS describes 
their setup for the Annual CFMS show and 
convention to be held April 17 thru 19 this year. 
They plan to have a special kids area and special 
programs for scouts and Future Rockhounders 
of America. Other attractions include display 
cases, exhibits, demonstrators, gold panning, 
speakers, and over sixty dealers and vendors of 
lapidary related things - about like Yucaipa’s 
show only five times bigger. Federation 
directors from all over the state will attend a 
Friday evening “cracker barrel” for socializing, 
the main business meeting on Saturday, an 
awards banquet Saturday evening, and the 
editor’s breakfast Sunday morning. 

Ms. Dot Beachler, chairwoman for the 
All American Club, reports that only two clubs 
out of about 120 have submitted reports. An 
“All American Program” report is voluntary but 
intended to be for fun – the report is actually 
suppose to be like a history of your 
membership’s activities and something like a 
family album that we can all look back on the 
old days. Anyone can start this project by letting 
the Board know and we’ll assist you all we can. 

Doug Arnold, chairman of Bulletin Aids, 
reports on the Annual meeting of editors from 
all over the country including Canada that was 
held in Quartzite last month. The committee is 
called SCRIBE short for “Special Congress 
Representing Involved Bulletin Editors” – pretty 
clever eh! The committee produces a newsletter 
four times per year and an annual CD collection 
of info and resources useful for bulletin editors. 

Loretta Ogden, chairwoman of the 
Education thru Sharing committee, reported a 
great note of recognition that honors our club 

president Mr. Frank Fitch. The two paragraphs 
are well written and interesting to read – you all 
should go to the CFMS web page and read the 
recognition on page 5 of the newsletter. 
Everyone should thank Frank for his fine efforts 
for the sake of our club. 

The CFMS newsletter also has info 
about Camp Paradise, field trips north and 
south, the waiver of liability form, the Inter-
regional Rockhound Rendezvous, Golden Bear 
Award, lapidary intarsia display at Oceanside 
Museum of Art, CFMS insurance, the internet 
committee, webmasters contest, junior 
activities, legislative issues, CFMS library, and 
competitive exhibits. Of great news – the show 
dates for Yucaipa’s Annual Event are now 
published for all to see. I also learned our show 
dates are finally published in Rock & Gem 
Magazine – yea! 

Calendar of CFMS Activities����
Mar 02 - Applications for November School in 
Zyzyx accepted. 
Mar 20-22 - Petrified Wood Seminar, Rocklin, CA. 
Mar 21 - Seminar on filing mining claims, 
Pittsburg, CA. 
Mar 21 - Field trip to Ant Hill Fossil Bed near 
Bakersfield, CA. 
Apr 17-19 - CFMS Show and Convention, City of 
San Jose (Bay Area). 
Apr 25 – Field Trip to Lavic Siding 
May 17-23 - Camp Paradise Lapidary & Geology 
School. 
May 23 – Field Trip to North Edwards 
Nov 15-22 - Zyzyx Lapidary & Geology School. 

 

Janet Torres collecting 
turquoise at Plant Ranch 
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YVGMS Show News 
By Bill Jochimsen 

  The show is beginning to come together 
with many familiar dealers and a few new ones.  
There are four booths available and many of you 
have supplied me with a backup list. Thanks. 

We have a few Chair positions available 
and Aaron Hubbard needs your help.  Henry 
Cobb will be unavailable this year and Aaron 
needs a set up chairperson.  We have plenty of 
members that will help set up but we need 
someone to take charge.  We also need someone 
to coordinate the inside demonstrations.  They 
were a big hit last year with many visitors 
inquiring and learning about jewelry making.   

Raffle tickets will be distributed at the 
March meeting.  This is a big fund raiser for our 
society.  There is also a prize for the most 
tickets sold and the prize is usually very nice.   

I look forward to working with everyone 
at our show again this year and encourage our 
newer members to participate.  Believe it or not 
it is actually a fun weekend. 

 

Stoddard Wells Tailgate 
March 13-15, 2009 

The Victor Valley Gem and Mineral 
Club will hold their annual tailgate March 13-15 
at Stoddard Mountain.  On Saturday at 9 a.m. 
they will have a field trip to collect 
tri-colored marble from an old quarry on the 
backside of the mountain. You will need 4wd or 
hitch a ride with someone that has 4wd. The 
tailgate is held on the low end of the mountain 
off Stoddard Wells road. You can go to the 
tailgate and rockhunt too since Verde Antique is 
collected on the mountain.  It' s FREE! For a 
map, take a look at this link: 
http://www.vvgmc.org/index_files/vvgmc_events.html  
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494, Yucaipa, CA  
92399 

 

OFFICERS 
  
President............Frank Fitch ........(858)229-6870 
Vice President ...Janice Torres .....(909)795-7178 
Secretary............Rainy Baldwin ..(909)790-2792 
Treasurer-CFO ..Hank Cobb ........(909)795-3716 
Fed. Director .....Don Tracy ........(951)845-5428 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

3-Year ...............Mike Parker.......(951)769-1855 
2-Year ...............Mike Reason .....(909)795-2540 
1-Year ...............Carl Morrow......(714)476-3727 
1-Year ...............Dan Norcross ....(909)790-9749 
 

  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

 
Bulletin Editor ..Mike Reason ...........(909)795-2540     
Constitution & By Laws ............................................ 
..................Lee Peterson.....................(909)794-0731 
Display .............Aimee Fitch ............(858)229-6870 
Field Trip .........Frank Fitch ..............(858)229-6870 
Hospitality ........Ann Boatman ..........(909)795-4618 
Membership .....Linda Gibbs.............(909)338-0413 
Metal Detecting Phil Alford ..............(909)795-8284 
Mini-Raffle ......Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Mini-Silent Auction ................................................... 
..................Sue Mothersole ................(909)795-1681 
Publicity ...........KT Gates-Waldrup   (909)797-9816 
Refreshment .....open................................................. 
Sgt at Arms .......open................................................. 
Show Chairman.Bill Jochimsen.........(909)790-1475 
Ways & Means..Margaret Thielemann(925)998-6250 
Webmaster ........Frank Fitch ..............(858)229-6870 
Workshop..........Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Workshop Classes...................................................... 
..................Aaron Hubbard.................(909)969-6954 
Workshop Phone........................................................ 
..................(Hank’s cell phone)..........(909)238-8143 
Workshop Committee Members: 
Hank Cobb, Richard C, Bill Jochimsen, 
Margaret Thieleman, David Dickinson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have pictures, articles, or 
announcements for the newsletter?  Send 

them to mdreason@verizon.net. 
 
 
 

As you can see from the above listing, we still 
need volunteers to fill two chair positions for 
2009. With over 200 members, surely we can get 
some new volunteers! Contact Frank if you can 
spare some time and can help. No matter what 
your skills are, if you have the time and desire to 
help, we'll find a place for you! 
 

YVGMS members digging for travertine. 

Photos by Aimee Fitch. 
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494 
Yucaipa, CA  92399 
http://www.yvgms.org/ 

 
 

The specific purpose of the 
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society, Inc. is to promote the 
earth sciences, paleontology, and 
the lapidary arts within the 
community. The objectives are to 
have educational meetings, earth 
science field trips, and 
exhibitions with members and 
the community invited. 

 

 
Member of 

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

 
 

 
Member of 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.amfed.org/ 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum,  
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road. 

 

BOARD MEETINGS  
Board Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of the month at the Workshop,  
34861 Yucaipa Blvd, across from Del Taco, 
between Second and Third Streets. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
An applicant must file an application which can 
be obtained from the Membership Chairman. 
Annual dues are required:   Individuals - $15.00    
Families - $25.00 

 

WORKSHOP 
Workshop is located at 34861 Yucaipa Blvd, 
across from Del Taco, between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets.  

Workshop Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6pm to 9pm 
Saturday 9am to 1pm & Sunday 1pm to 5pm.  
Workshop committee meetings are at the 
workshop on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 
2:00 p.m. 
 

METAL DETECTOR GROUP 
Meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum, 
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama, 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road.   
 

BULLETIN 
Your contributions to the Green Valley Rocker 
are appreciated.  Please submit your items by 
the 20th of each month to be included in the 
next month’s issue. 
 
Editor :  Mike Reason, yucaipagem@verizon.net 
Member Email:  please visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/YVGMSbiz/
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MARCH 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YVGMS Events, Holidays, Birthdays, and Anniversaries 
March Birthstone:   The gemstone aquamarine is the blue-green or aqua variety of the mineral beryl. Aquamarine is 
the birthstone for March.  The hardness and durability of aquamarine make it a fine gemstone, and its light blue or aqua 
color makes it a fine choice when the harsher colors of some other gemstones would overwhelm or distract from an 
outfit.  Aquamarine is colored by trace amounts of iron, and most gem aquamarines have been heat treated to produce 
the popular blue-green colors from less desirable yellow or pale stones. The leading producer of aquamarines is the 
country of Brazil, which has many mines. Pakistan, as well as many U.S. localities, produce wonderful specimens as 
well. Recently, a new mine in China has produced large numbers of excellent flat (stubby) hexagonal crystals, for a 
fraction of the price of those beautiful Pakistan specimens.  
Source: http://www.galleries.com/minerals/gemstone/aquamari/birthmar.htm 

Apr 4 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 
 
 

Apr 3 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

Apr 2  
Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
Metal Dtctg 
Mtg 6:00  

 

Apr 1 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
 

 
 

Walt Harrison 

30 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

29 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 

 
 

28 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
Field Trip:  
Garnet Queen 
Depart 7:30am 

27 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 
 

26 Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
 

 
 
 

Valesca Dwyer  

25 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
Kelly Templeton 
 

23 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

 
 

22 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 

 

21 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 

20 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

19 Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
  
Jan Koshay 
Jim & Shelly 
Simpson 

18 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

17 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

15 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 
 
 
 

14 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 

Don Tracy 
Jack & Mary West 

13 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
Robert Lopez 

 

12 
GEN MTG 

6:30PM 
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SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
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Rob Walker 

9 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 

8 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 
 
Daylight Savings 
Time begins 

7 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
Field Trip:  
Marble Mtns 
Depart 6:30am 
 

6 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. 
LeRoy Davis 

5   Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
Metal Dtctg 

Mtg 6:00 
 

Curt McCoy 

4 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

 

3  
Board Mtg         
6:30 - shop  
 

 
Ted Scofield  

2 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 
 
Kelly O’Neill 
Jack West 
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Upcoming Shows and Events 
March 7 - 8 2009, Arcadia, CA, Monrovia Rock Hounds, Inc., LA Co. Arboretum & Botanical Garden  

301 North Baldwin Ave. (1 block South of I-210, Foothill Freeway), Hours: 9 - 4:30 both days  
E-mail: joannaritchey@gmail.com Website: www.moroks.com  

March 7 - 8 2009, Ventura, CA, Ventura Gem and Mineral Society, Inc., 47th Annual Gem, Mineral , 
Lapidary & Fossil Show, Seaside Park, Ventura County Fairgrounds, Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-
4 , Website: http://www.vgms.org  

March 13, 14, 15 2009, Stoddard Wells, CA, Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club, 33rd Annual 
Tailgate, Held off Stoddard Wells Road in Apple Valley, Hours: 10-5 Daily, Tailgate Map 
(Google): N34.670650 W117.108983, (760) 243-2330, Website: www.vvgms.org  

March 14-15 2009, San Marino, CA, Pasadena Lapidary Society, San Marino Masonic Center, 3130 
Hunting Drive, San Marino, Hours: Sat. 10 -6 , Sun 10-5, Drew Wilson (626) 298-1534, Email: 
todrew@sbcglobal.net  

March 21-22 2009, Escondido, CA, Palomar Gem & Mineral Club, Army National Guard Armory  
304 Park Ave. Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4, Van Lynch (760) 749-4164, Website: 
www.palomargem.org  

March 21 - 22 2009, Vallejo, CA, Vallejo Gem and Mineral Society, Vallejo Elks Lodge, 2850 
Redwood Parkway (Intersection of Parkway and Admiral Callahan Road), Hours: 10 - 5 both 
days, Phyllis Malicki (707) 745-3255  

March 28 - 29 2009, Torrance, CA, South Bay Lapidary and Mineral Society, Torrance Recreational 
Center, 3341 Torrance Blvd. Torrance, CA, Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-4, Roger Mills (310) 377-
6226. Website: http://www.palosverdes.com/sblap/  
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