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April Program 

By Janice Torres 
  

John Kashuba will give a quick 
overview of meteorites – where they come from, 
how we get them into our collections and a 
discussion of their types with an emphasis on 
the stony classifications.  He will bring a few 
examples. 

 

President’s Message 
By Frank Fitch 

Dare I do two in a row about the 
Omnibus land bill?  OK, but just a little. 

The land bill passed the senate.  It is 
expected that the house will approve the 
amendments with a simple majority.  We now 
need to focus on the President. If he is serious 
about no more pork, this bill will not get signed 
into law. 

On to more pleasant topics: I just 
returned from my second Stoddard Wells Show. 
I had a very interesting experience.  I heard 
from a "Very Experienced Rockhound" (often 
affectionately known as "old-timers") about 
large quantities of nice chrysocolla south of  
Ludlow.  My friend Jon Lovegren and I decided 
to check it out. We followed his directions, and 
had an interesting drive that required the locking 
of the front hubs.  Long story sort: in the end, 
we found ourselves at the gate of the Bagdad 
Chase Mine! Well, at least we had a nice drive.  
(Click on the mine name to learn some history 
of this mine and other mines in the Buckeye 
Mining District near Ludlow, California.) 

�

April Display Theme 
By Aimee Fitch 

 Whether it be Kunzite, Amethyst, 
Lepidolite, Jade, Fluorite, Tanzanite, 
Tourmaline, Sugilite, Quartz, or Tiffany Stone, 
show off your PURPLE rocks and minerals at 
the April meeting and welcome Spring! 
 
"I saw a crocus today and it made me cry. 
There's still snow on the ground and that is why 
I had these tears flowing from my eyes." 
 

Donations for Raffle Needed 
By Valesca Lopez 

Rocky Members:  Our "show" is almost 
here. Your donations for the raffle, our most 
important fundraiser of the year are needed. 
Please bring your donation to the shop or the 
next meeting at your convenience.  Your 
donation should be an item that you would like 
to win and not something you would set aside 
for a yard sale. 

Please include the following information 
with your donation: 

1) Estimated Value (recommended to 
be $15.00 or more) 

2) Description(s) of item(s) donated 
3) Name of the person who is donating 

 
The Metal Detecting Group is planning a 3-day 
outing in April; see page 2 for details.

Gold!  Photo by 
Gary Crabtree 

Frank’s desert rendezvous 

Photo by Mike Muir 
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Metal Detector’s Corner 
by Phil Alford 

Greetings treasure hunters, coin shooters 
and gold prospectors.  Spring is here and so are 
the perfect weather conditions for finding those 
treasures.  For coin shooters, you better hit the 
areas soon before the grasses grow to tall, and 
for gold seekers, the summer heat will arrive 
way too fast.  That is why the Metal Detector 
Group has planned a three-day Gold Trip for 
April 24, 25, and 26.  This outing will provide 
the perfect opportunity for members to try out 
new detectors and see places and conditions 
where gold has been found.  A group will be 
departing from the Mousley Museum on 
Friday, April 24th, at 7:30 a.m. for the three-day 
event.  Another group will depart the Mousley 
Museum Saturday, April 25th, at 6:30 a.m. and 
return the same day.  The 100-mile drive 
includes 10 miles of dirt roads.  4-wheel drive is 
suggested.  Bring lots of water and your own 
meals.  A Barbeque is planned for Saturday 
dinner.  A grill will be provided along will 
beans and potato.  You bring the beef or 
whatever.  The exact location and directions will 
be provided at the next Detector Group meeting 
Thursday, April 2, at 6:00 p.m.  These photos 
are from a recent trip to the gold fields.  

       

 

Library News 
By Stephen Williams 

 The YVGMS library has experienced 
relatively constant additions recently, and with 
your help, it will continue to grow and be a 
great resource for the club.  To help the library 
maintain that resource status, there is now a 
two-week return policy for all items that are 
borrowed.  If you would like to borrow an item, 
please complete the sign-out sheet on the 
clipboard with your 1) name, 2) phone number, 
3) book name, 4) date checked out, and 5) date 
returned. 
 If you know of any new books, videos, 
or DVDs that would provide a great addition to 
the YVGMS library, please leave a publication 
name on the library clipboard and we will try to 
purchase it. Thank you – Stephen Williams. 

  

Chambless Limestone – Marble Mountains 
Photo by Mike Reason

Desert bloom 
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Marble Mountains – Fieldtrip Report 
By Mike Reason 

Another great turnout (about 25 people 
of all ages) for what could be our last 
mechanized trip into the Marble Mountains.  We 
visited the spot near the marble quarry first to 
search for trilobites, but all of the holes on the 
hillside had collapsed and not much was found.  
We then went to the backside and dug for more 
trilobites in the fresh outcrops.  When we had 
tired from this adventures, some of us went 
searching for David, who was collecting pieces 
of the Chambless Limestone with oncolites in 
them.  Several of us stayed overnight to get a 
second day’s worth of rockhounding.  Brian 
drove into camp at sunrise on Sunday morning, 
which was good because we needed a sherpa to 
help haul the finds. 

One thing that made this trip different 
from previous trips to the Marble Mountains 
was the desert flowers.  Winter rains had done 
their part, and the desert was in bloom.  Want to 
find an outcrop of Latham Shale?  Simply look 
for the purple flowers.  I’ve sprinkled photos 
from this trip throughout this newsletter. 

 

 
David and Brian splitting the Latham Shale in 
search of elusive trilobites.  Brian found the 
nicest specimen on Sunday. Photo by Mike 
Reason. 

Show Report 
By Bill Jochimsen 

The Yucaipa Valley Gem and Mineral 
Show is just 2 months away and activity is 
bustling.  Raffle tickets are being distributed to 
the members, the raffle prize committee is 
arranging for prizes to be donated and members 
are volunteering to be chair of committees. 

Lee Petersen has been distributing raffle 
tickets to our members and if you have not 
received yours please contact Lee.  Don’t be 
afraid to ask for more than he has given you, we 
do have a wonderful prize for the person that 
sells the most tickets.  We also have a second 
place prize.  The raffle ticket sales go towards 
our scholarship funds and it is for a worthy 
cause.   

Linda Metcalfe and her committee are 
starting to contact businesses and members for 
donations.  Please do not bring any prizes to the 
shop until May 1st.  The shop does not have the 
space at this time and prizes may get dusty or 
dirty.  We ask our members to donate a prize for 
the raffle.  We ask that the prize is new or 
something you have made and that the donation 
be something you would be proud to win.   

Aaron Hubbard has contacted members 
to become chair of committees and the response 
has been a typical YVGMS support.  He still 
needs a person to coordinate the inside 
demonstrations.  This entails lining up wire 
wrap artists, beading artist and any other activity 
that could be demonstrated inside the 
gymnasium.  Help out and contact Aaron to fill 
this position.   

Grab bags will be filled on an upcoming 
day; the exact date has not been determined. 

As of this writing we have sent out 17 
contracts to various dealers and have only one 
pending at this time.  We will have four new 
dealers this year with specializing in opals, 
pearls, and Middle Eastern gemstones.  We will 
also have Al returning with his stalagmites.  
This is shaping up to be another fantastic show.
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Raffle Tickets 
By Lee Peterson 

  The biggest money maker for our 
Society is the raffle ticket sales at our annual 
show.  The money from the raffle tickets 
supports the Bernie Mauldin Scholarship for a 
Yucaipa High School senior, the Duane Harms 
Scholarship for a Crafton Hills College student, 
lapidary periodicals for the Yucaipa Public 
Library, and operating expenses for the Society.   

We are now sending out raffle tickets to 
all members and asking your help in selling the 
tickets to raise funds for these worthy causes.  
We will give you four packets of 6 tickets each 
(or more if you want).  The price of the tickets is 
$1 per ticket or 6 for $5.  When you sell a ticket, 
ask the purchaser to fill in his name, address and 
telephone number on the stub.  Also, please put 
your name on the back of the ticket stub to help 
us in distributing prizes to the winners.  Please 
turn in all ticket stubs and money before or on 
the first day of the show in May.  Also, please 
turn in any unsold tickets so we can sell them 
during the show.   
 There are more than 150 prizes that 
vendors and you members will have 
contributed.  So the probability of wining is 
high (certainly better than the lottery).  First 
place raffle winner will get $200 cash, second 
place will get $100, and other prizes are worth 
$10 to $150.  Winners need not be present to 
win, but prizes must be picked up by August 1, 
2009.  

You can turn in the money and stubs (or 
unsold tickets) to Lee Peterson, Hank Cobb, 
Frank Fitch, or Bill Jochimsen or bring them to 
the show on the first day.  As an incentive for 
you to sell tickets, we will award a prize for the 
first and second highest sellers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictures from the March 2009 Marble 
Mountains Field Trip.  Photos by Mike Reason.   

 
 

 
 

 
Note the purple flowers growing in the Latham 

Shale.

Want to see color photos in your copy of the 
newsletter?  Sign up for electronic delivery 
of the newsletter, and enjoy an added bonus 
by saving the club postage cost.  Simply 
contact Mike at mdreason@verizon.net.
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Upcoming Field Trips 
By Frank Fitch 

Mar 28th:  Garnet Queen Mine.  Leaders: Frank 
Fitch & Lee Peterson  This is an old mine site at 
about 4800 ft elevation. I've been told someone 
who knows that it will be cold. There may even 
be snow, so stay posted. Up-to-date info can 
always be found on our website, or on the 
signup sheet at the shop. As always, in the  
event of a cancellation, I will attempt to contact 
everyone on the signup sheet. Make sure you 
have legible contact info on the signup sheet. 
For those of you who want to go, but are not on 
the signup sheet... my ESP is broken, you will 
not be contacted in the event of a cancellation. 
Check the website, or the signup sheet at the 
shop.  We will leave the shop at 7:30 am, it's 
about a 1.5-hour drive. 
 
 Apr 3-5: San Diego Council of Rock Clubs 1st 
Annual Tailgate.  Adjacent to the Antique 
Steam & Gas Engine Museum in Vista.  Leader: 
Needed. 

This is a "carpool to a show" trip. If you 
want to carpool, and don't already have 
arrangements with someone, get on the signup  
sheet at the shop. 

The vendor spots for rock and gem 
related sales are free. There will be camping 
right there for RV's and such and dry camping 
also for non-sellers. There will be an antique car 
show also, to draw more foot traffic.  There will 
be food available for breakfast and dinner - full 
breakfast $7 and full barbeque lunches $12-15. 

There will be programs both Friday and 
Saturday night - although they have not 
finalized that yet.  If you have any interest at all 
- you can call Simon at 619/991-2226 or Gladys 
at 619/444-3731. 
 
Apr 17-20: Cave Creek (North of Phoenix, AZ) 
Leader: Frank Fitch.  Please note correction 
from last month! 

We will leave Friday eve, exact time 
TBD.  This is a good 6hr drive. Campsites with 

pit toilets are available. Hotels are at least an 
hour from the collecting site.  We will be 
looking for good quality travertine/onyx, as well 
as agates and jaspers.  More details will be 
forthcoming, check the website and the signup 
sheet at the shop. 

 
May:  There are no field trips scheduled for may 
so that we can concentrate on preparations for 
the annual show.  

The Desert Tortoise 
Submitted by Don Tracy 
The Desert Tortoise is a reptile that 

inhabits the desert areas of Southern California 
and is threatened with extinction (its 
conservation status is classed as “vulnerable”). 
It is a herbivore that lives to be more than 80 
years old. Most of its water intake comes from 
moisture in grasses and flowers it eats. It has a 
very large urinary bladder that can be almost 
half of its weight when full. One defense 
mechanism the tortoise has when it is handled or 
molested is to empty its bladder. This can leave 
the tortoise in a very vulnerable condition in dry 
areas, and they should never be alarmed, 
handled or picked up in the wild. If you see one 
in the field while rock hounding you should 
admire it only from a distance.  DO NOT 
CAUSE IT TO EMPTY ITS BLADDER – DO 
NOT CONDEMN IT TO DEATH BY 
DEHYDRATION. 

  
A large Desert Tortoise found by Mike Reason and 
friends while hiking in Joshua Tree National Park 
in February 2009; photo by Greg Moore. 
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
By Rainy Baldwin 

CALL TO ORDER: President Frank Fitch called 
the meeting to order at 7:10 PM. 
PLEDGE OF ALEGIANCE : Led by Tim Jones. 
GUESTS: John Scofield, R Sheres, Gorden Kramer. 
MINUTES : Approved for February. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Given by Henry Cobb. 
CORRESPONDENCE: From Reno Gem and 
Mineral Society in Sparks Nevada, they will be 
having their Jackpot of Gems Show on Mothers Day 
weekend, May 9th and 10th. This show will be held at 
the Livestock Event Center at 1350 N. Wells Ave.  
in Reno Nevada.  We received an E-Mail  from June 
Harris about the CFMS 2009 show which is hosted 
by the Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
on April 17th, 18th and 19th . The show will be at the 
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds in San Jose. The 
entry deadline is March 25th to enter your work. We 
received an E-mail from Don Tracy on the 
Federation Report. Nothing new to report. 
COMMITTIEE REPORT: A. Hospitality - Ann 
Boatman-Our picnic will be on Saturday June 6th at 
4 PM at Ann Boatman’s house. We will have a 
western theme. If anyone knows how to play a 
musical instrument, please bring them. B- 
Membership-Linda- We have 5 new members, Don 
Quering, Jim Rogers, Dale Wahlfeldt, Peter, 
Buttenburg, and Nicholas Sherer. We now have 160 
members. Don’t forget to pay your dues. If you 
haven’t paid your dues, you’re not on the roster.  
C-Show- Bill Jochimsen-our show is May 15th and 
16th and 17th. We may have 18 dealers this year. We 
will be using a dance room to set up our own 
exhibits, we will be setting up demonstrations 
outside for sphere and cab making. We need to have 
a day to wash rocks and make grab bags. Also, we 
now have 8 members in our youth group. The kids 
went on a field trip to the Salt and Sea, and the Mud 
Pots. Lee Peterson will be in charge of raffle tickets. 
Members will be given 4 ticket booklets to sell. 
Please return the money and stubs to Lee Peterson, 
Frank Fitch, or Henry Cobb. When you sell a ticket, 
put your name on the back of the ticket.  Everyone is 
asked to donate a prize with a value of at least 
$15.00. Please put the value and a description of 
your prize when you turn it in. Vendors also donate 
prizes. We are offering a prize to the person who 
sells the most tickets. Some of the money goes to 

our 2 scholarships; part of the money goes to our 
operating expenses. Linda Metcaff is in charge of 
the raffle prizes. Your Prizes do not have to be rock 
related. We need people to go out into the 
community and ask the local merchants to donate a 
prize. Last year we had 181 gifts. Aaron Hubbard-
We need people to set up demonstrations inside of 
the gym. We have some one already for the silent 
auction; we may have someone for a setup 
coordinator. D- Shop-we have a silver casting class 
coming up. The cost is $25.00, plus silver cost. The 
class will be 2 days. Janet Torres will be giving a 
glass class making Dichoric Glass cabs, not sure of 
date yet. E- Field Trips-1).Stoddard Wells- just 
outside of Victorville, starts tomorrow, we need a 
volunteer to help with this trip. 2). March 28th –
Garnet Queen- may be cold so make sure you put 
your number on the sign in sheet in case we have to 
cancel. Leave the shop at 7:30 AM.  3.) 1st Annual 
San Diego Tail Gate Show in Vista at the Steam and 
Gas Museum near Escondido, April 3rd to 5th. Leave 
the shop at 7:30 AM.   4) In April, we are planning a 
trip to Cave Creek area north of Phoenix. This will 
be April 17th-20th. Here you can find agate, jasper, 
and onyx. This trip will have camping with fees. We 
also have a field trip wish list. If you have a place in 
mind, put it on the wish list. F-Metal Detecting-
Henry Cobb-we are setting up a trip April 24th-26th. 
This will be in the bulletin next month.  
OLD BUSINESS: None 
NEW BUSINESS: The Library here in Yucaipa has 
asked us to make a mineral display in the Library. 
Steve and Aaron volunteered to do this. Our yard 
sale will be in the fall this year, so we need someone 
to start planning for the sale. We need a place to 
store everything for the sale. We also need a 
refreshments coordinator. We need just 2 people a 
month to bring in refreshments for the meetings. 
ROCK OF THE MONTH : Next months rock color 
will be purple. For this month, Steve Williams won 
in the display case, Shop Show and Tell was Judy 
Christopher and Aaron Hubbard, Badge Drawing 
was Darla Lewis, and there was no Mini Raffle.  
PROGRAM: Charley Arroyo: Trilobites from 
Utah. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM. 



The Green Valley Rocker  April  2009 
Vol. XLIX, No. 4 Page 7  

 

  

TAKE NOTICE 
Submitted by Janice Torres 

From time to time we recognize different 
members for the wonderful things they do for 
the club.  Bill Jochimsen is one of our most 
active members, but to recognize him with a 
certificate at the meeting just did not seem right. 
For one thing, there is just not the space on that 
paper to list all he is a part of.  

As our show chairman, Bill, spends 
countless hours with details we will never know 
about. We will never know because he works it 
out so well. 

One night a week Bill opens our shop 
and is there to help out any and all that come 
that night. This may seem like just unlocking 
the door to some, but think about it a little, there 
is a whole lot more involved. 

The kid’s night is a new area Bill has 
stepped up for. This has started to grow and is 
more than just two hours a week at the shop.  

Bill is a retired person so after all he has 
lots of free time!! Yes right after he feeds the 
goats, milks the goats, cleans up after the goats, 
feeds the chicken, looks for their eggs, cleans 
their eggs, feeds the cat, buys feed for all the 
animals, takes care of projects around the house, 
maintains the autos and work on his own rock 
projects he has free time to give to all of us. 

And, let us not forget a thank you to 
Joyce, Bill’s wonderful wife. Without her 
support and understanding life would not be the 
same for all of us. 

 

       
Youth Activity Report 

By Bill Jochimsen 
Much to my amazement our still to be 

named youth group is growing each week.  We 
started out with three founding members and 
now we have eight.  At this time I am closing 
the membership until they gain more experience 
and can work on their own.  Brian, Aaron, Tim 
and I have our hands full instructing and 
supervising the eight.   

Their enthusiasm is really contagious.  
Besides learning to make cabs, four of them 
joined the adults on the field trip to the Salton 
Sea.  They collected obsidian until their buckets 
were full and then wanted to dig up more.  We 
also visited the mud pots nearby and that was 
also exciting for them (and me).  This was their 
first field trip and I am sure not their last.   

Our last shop meeting was also a 
celebration for Brendon Hamilton.  This was his 
14th birthday and everyone was served pizza and 
ice cream cake.   

Tim Jones is developing a certificate 
program for the group.  They will be given a 
rock to transform into a cabochon and upon 
unassisted completion they will be given a 
certificate of completion.  We will also have a 
certification program for other activities.   

We should be proud of these young 
members, I am.   

 

Bill Jochimsen with Bruce and Kaitlin Coonrod at 
Crystal Hill. Photo by Mike reason. 

Indian Paint Rock cut at the shop.  
Photo by David Dickinson. 
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 Federation News����
By Don Tracy, Federation Chair 
The big topic at this time is the 

Federation show and annual CFMS convention 
in San Jose, California – that’s the south end of 
San Francisco Bay (see the calendar above). 
Also for your information and according to the 
Federation By-Laws, a newsletter is not 
required the month after the annual show which 
means no May edition of CFMS newsletter 
(resumes again with month of June). However, I 
will still prepare a federation report for May 
edition of the Green Valley Rocker. The Santa 
Clara Valley G&MS is hosting the show at the 
County Fair Grounds on Tully Road. Ms. June 
Harris of Santa Clara Club is seeking 
demonstrators, exhibitors, or helpers for the 
show and is still accepting applications. 

It appears that Ms. Dot Beachler, 
chairwoman for the All American Club, made a 
successful plea last month for more program 
reports – a third club submitted one. Mr. Marion 
Roberts of the Earth Science Studies program 
reports that the fall seminar at Zzyzx is filling 
since applications opened March 1st. Shep Koss 
and Adam Dean fill-in all the details about 
upcoming field trips – a good read also to get 
you into gear and out rock hounding. 

Bud McMillen and Pat Wilson-
McDaniel of Federation’s insurance service 
share some information about how to look at 
actual copies of our policies for general liability, 
property, and D&O coverage. The April CFMS 
newsletter gives the web address for the 
insurance info along with a login name and 
password for your use. Susan Chaisson-
Walblom of the Show Dates Committee 
recommends that local clubs consider Billboard 
advertising for their shows – it has been 
surprisingly successful in some areas proofing 
to be a return profit on the investment cost. 

On page 8, John Martin wrote a short 
compact narrative entitled “Geology of the 
Antelope Valley California Poppy Preserve” for 
your interests. On page 9, Dee Holland of the 

Rules Committee along with his associates will 
evaluate your exhibit on a non-competitive 
basis. The CFMS President believes there are 
conditions where he might travel to a local show 
to do evaluations – should Yucaipa consider 
asking him to visit our show in May? 

Richard Pankey of the American Lands 
Access Association or ALAA for short reports 
that the Omnibus Public Lands Management 
Act passed the Senate but was defeated in the 
House on March 11 by only ONE vote! The 
Omnibus Bill (includes the Paleo Protection 
Act) is a serious threat to our field activities and 
an assault on everyone’s rights to public land. 
The bill has not disappeared and will not go 
away – there are major supporters of it that will 
keep it alive for reconsideration (they failed by 
only one vote). When it comes up again and 
possibly passes next time then rock hounding 
becomes extinct with the dinosaurs. After that 
we must be content with buying material from 
the internet or saving up for a big over seas trip 
to rock hound in a foreign country. I am now a 
member of ALAA for $25 per year and hope 
you are too. 

Calendar of CFMS Activities����
Apr 17-19 - CFMS Show and Convention, City of 
San Jose (Bay Area). 
Apr 25 – Field Trip to Lavic Siding 
May 17-23 - Camp Paradise Lapidary & Geology 
School. 
May 20-25 -Inter-regional Rockhound Rendezvous, 
Lassen Creek, CA. 
May 23 – Field Trip to North Edwards 
Jun 6-7 – Field trip to Oceanview & Himalaya 
mines, San Diego County 
Jul 30-Aug 2 – AFMS Annual Show, Billings, 
Montana, Northwest Federation 
Nov 15-22 - Zzyzx Lapidary & Geology School  
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Newsletter Committee Report 
By Mike Reason 

Did you know that an electronic version of 
the Green Valley Rocker is available?  There are 
many benefits to receiving an electronic copy of 
our bulletin, including: 

· Interactive multi-media links to web 
sites (such as CFMS, AFMS, and other 
club shows) are built into the newsletter. 

· Color pictures. 
· Club postage and printing costs are 

reduced.  As of this writing, electronic 
distribution accounts for about 40% of 
our newsletter distribution.  If half of the 
remainder signed up for electronic 
newsletters, the club would save about 
$200 in postage over the next year. 

· You will receive the newsletter several 
days in advance of the mailed copy. 

In addition, the newsletter committee spends 
time getting all of the mailed newsletters folded, 
addressed, and stamped.  This is a volunteer 
effort, and requires many hours each month.  By 
electing to receive an electronic copy of the 
newsletter, you will free up some time for your 
fellow club members. 

A couple weeks ago, I sent invitation emails 
to YVGMS members who had not previously 
elected to receive electronic versions of our 
newsletter.  If you didn’t receive the invitation, 
it could be that the email we have on file is 
incorrect or perhaps we don’t have an email on 
file for you.  To start receiving the electronic 
version, simply send an email to 
mdreason@verizon.net. 

 

 

 
Digging in the Latham Shale; above and below 

photos by Mike Reason. 

 
 

 
Mike talks geology with the field trippers.  

Photo by David Dickinson

An image of the purple flowers on the 
Latham Shale. 
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Workshop Committee Report 
By Dan Norcross  

For those of you who have not been to the 
shop in a while, it's still there. Some how 
everything is running well. We had to temporarily 
give up the real nice 6-wheel diamond machine 
that we were testing for a new friend of the club, 
and maker of machines. We think it was having a 
small problem with a bearing; it's being 
inspected.  We are hoping the repairs are easy and 
we can get it back; it’s been nice to have 
around. We have found ways to put other wheels 
in its place, while leaving room for a 6-wheel 
machine just in case…. What the heck, while I'm 
at it still looking for a house or building to be 
donated for the ultimate expansion of our club.�

The shop committee had a meeting on 
Friday, March 20.  Most of the committee was 
able to show up. Some of others apparently put a 
priority on work. We went ahead and excused 
them anyway. Special thanks to the ones that had 
to drive a ways to get here. It was a good meeting 
and too many things discussed to mention all of 
them. 

However, one item that we would like 
everyone’s help with is limiting instruction to any 
new rock hounds (first-timers) who show up at the 
shop to the same trained person, or no more than 
two, at least until the new person has finished 
his/her first project. So if a new rocker asks you 
about the next step, please ask if this is their first 
project (virgin) or not. If it’s their first time, try to 
send them back to the person who got him/her 
started. This hopefully will cut down on confusion 
to the new rockers and the shop staff. You all can 
have fun confusing the new rockers another time.  
If everybody didn't get along so well, and want to 
help so much, this wouldn't be a problem. This is a 
great problem to have. 

The rock pups have been interesting to see 
in action, and it's fun to help. It takes a special 
person to deal with the pups, but Bill has stepped 
up to the plate and taken the job. Bill does like 
help when possible, 8 to 1 can be a little tricky, 
yet Bill has been doing a great job. Thank You, 
Bill. 

 

We also found out that the shop Mom can 
make brownies, and brownie cookies, and other 
good stuff. I did try the cookie and it was good. 
Thank You Mom (Janice). 

I asked the Board of Directors for 
approval and received it and then tricked David 
into sharing the job of shop foreman. I see this as 
an extreme asset to the club. Most of the club 
already knows how helpful he can be. So if you 
have a question for a top shop person you may 
take it to Dan or David and we will communicate 
as needed and often. Thank You David. 

You really have to be there to see how 
certain people get along at the shop. Come down 
and feel the love. 

Thanks, everyone….Dan (one of your 
shop foremen).  Rock pups:  ROCK-ON!!!  

New Shop Rule 
 As the membership and shop use have 
grown, space at the workshop has become limited.  
While there use to not be a problem with storing 
large rocks in the back room or under saws, the 
resulting clutter has made it difficult to pull a saw 
out to work on it or use the back room for other 
purposes (such as classes).  If you want to store a 
large rock at the shop, please store it on the racks 
on the east side of the building.  Make sure your 
name is on it.  Ask a committee member if you 
have any questions.   

Needed for the Shop 
We are in need of lighting in our back 

shop area.  If anyone has 4- or 8-foot, two-tube 
fluorescent lighting fixtures they are not using and 
would like to donate them to the shop they would 
be put to good use.  These fixtures are the same 
type as we use in our front shop area.  

Dichroic Glass Class 
By Janice Torres 

There will be a class on how to work with 
Dichroic Glass on Sunday March 29th at 10:30. 
This first class will provide you information on 
the many types of glass, glass cutting, materials 
available, fusing and working with a kiln. The cost 
is $15.00 Questions or information call Janice 
Torres 909-795-7178. 
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494, Yucaipa, CA  
92399 

 

OFFICERS 
  
President............Frank Fitch ........(858)229-6870 
Vice President ...Janice Torres .....(909)795-7178 
Secretary............Rainy Baldwin ..(909)790-2792 
Treasurer-CFO ..Hank Cobb ........(909)795-3716 
Fed. Director .....Don Tracy ........(951)845-5428 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

3-Year ...............Mike Parker.......(951)769-1855 
2-Year ...............Mike Reason .....(909)795-2540 
1-Year ...............Carl Morrow......(714)476-3727 
1-Year ...............Dan Norcross ....(909)790-9749 
 

  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

 
Bulletin Editor ..Mike Reason ...........(909)795-2540     
Constitution & By Laws ............................................ 
..................Lee Peterson.....................(909)794-0731 
Display .............Aimee Fitch ............(858)229-6870 
Field Trip .........Frank Fitch ..............(858)229-6870 
Hospitality ........Ann Boatman ..........(909)795-4618 
Membership .....Linda Gibbs.............(909)338-0413 
Metal Detecting Phil Alford ..............(909)795-8284 
Mini-Raffle ......Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Mini-Silent Auction ................................................... 
..................Sue Mothersole ................(909)795-1681 
Publicity ...........KT Gates-Waldrup   (909)797-9816 
Refreshment .....open................................................. 
Sgt at Arms .......open................................................. 
Show Chairman.Bill Jochimsen.........(909)790-1475 
Ways & Means..Margaret Thielemann(925)998-6250 
Webmaster ........Frank Fitch ..............(858)229-6870 
Workshop..........Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Workshop Classes...................................................... 
..................Aaron Hubbard.................(909)969-6954 
Workshop Phone........................................................ 
..................(Hank’s cell phone)..........(909)238-8143 
Workshop Committee Members: 
Hank Cobb, Richard C, Bill Jochimsen, 
Margaret Thieleman, David Dickinson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have pictures, articles, or 
announcements for the newsletter?  Send 

them to mdreason@verizon.net. 
 
 
 

As you can see from the above listing, we still 
need volunteers to fill two chair positions for 
2009. With over 160 members, surely we can get 
some new volunteers! Contact Frank if you can 
spare some time and can help. No matter what 
your skills are, if you have the time and desire to 
help, we'll find a place for you! 
 

Steve and his pal saguaro.  
Photo by Mike Muir. 
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494 
Yucaipa, CA  92399 
http://www.yvgms.org/ 

 
 

The specific purpose of the 
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society, Inc. is to promote the 
earth sciences, paleontology, and 
the lapidary arts within the 
community. The objectives are to 
have educational meetings, earth 
science field trips, and 
exhibitions with members and 
the community invited. 

 

 
Member of 

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

 
 

 
Member of 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.amfed.org/ 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum,  
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road. 

 

BOARD MEETINGS  
Board Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of the month at the Workshop,  
34861 Yucaipa Blvd, across from Del Taco, 
between Second and Third Streets. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
An applicant must file an application which can 
be obtained from the Membership Chairman. 
Annual dues are required:   Individuals - $15.00    
Families - $25.00 

 

WORKSHOP 
Workshop is located at 34861 Yucaipa Blvd, 
across from Del Taco, between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets.  

Workshop Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6pm to 9pm 
Saturday 9am to 1pm & Sunday 1pm to 5pm.  
Workshop committee meetings are at the 
workshop on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 
2:00 p.m. 
 

METAL DETECTOR GROUP 
Meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum, 
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama, 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road.   
 

BULLETIN 
Your contributions to the Green Valley Rocker 
are appreciated.  Please submit your items by 
the 20th of each month to be included in the 
next month’s issue. 
 
Editor :  Mike Reason, yucaipagem@verizon.net 
Member Email:  please visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/YVGMSbiz/
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APRIL 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YVGMS Events, Holidays, Birthdays, and Anniversaries 
April’s Birthstone:  Diamonds are considered the ultimate gemstone in several ways. Hardness: Diamond is a 
perfect "10", simply the hardest substance known by a wide margin. Nothing can scratch a diamond other than 
another diamond. And a diamond can scratch anything, even a sapphire. Clarity:  Pure diamond is completely 
colorless and transparent over a larger range of wavelengths (from the ultraviolet into the far infrared) than is any 
other solid or liquid substance - nothing else even comes close. Thermal Conductivity:  Diamond conducts heat 
better than anything - five times better than the second best element, Silver! This characteristic is the basis for 
"diamond tests", as it is simple and cannot be faked. Refraction: Diamond has a relatively high index of refraction 

(ability to bend light), which gives it the high luster called adamantine. Dispersion: Diamond has a relatively high optical dispersion which 
gives diamond the "fire" that makes it so desirable.  Diamonds may be nearly any color in the rainbow plus browns, grays, and white. Shades of 
yellow are most common, followed by colorless. Blue, black, reddish, and greenish are more valuable (some extremely so). Diamonds are 
found in a type of rock called "Kimberlite", which comprises the core of certain volcanoes over especially thick portions of the earth's crust.  
Typically, a single carat of diamond is recovered from a ton of rich kimberlite ore. 
(http://www.galleries.com/minerals/elements/diamond/birthapr.htm). 

May 2 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 
 
 

May 1 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

30 
Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
 

 

29 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 
Leland Cochran 

28 
 

 
 
 
Robert Cruz 

27 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

26 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 

 
 

25 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 
 
 

24 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 
 

23 Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
 
 
 
Aimee Fitch 

 

22 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
Charles Arroyo 
 

20 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

 
 

19 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
Larry & KT 
Waldrup 
Jack & Kelly 
Templeton 

18 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 

17 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 
 
 
Yvonne White 
 

16 Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
  
 
 
Henry Torres 

15 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 
Eric Abrams 

14 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

12 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 
 
 
 

11 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 

 

10 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
Erika Abrams 
 

9 
GEN MTG 

6:30PM 
 

8 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill 
Crumley 

7    
Board Mtg         
6:30 - shop  
 
 

6 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
Nicholas Sherer 

5 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 
 
Joe Beloni 

4 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 
 

3 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 
 
 
 

2   Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
Metal Dtctg 

Mtg 6:00 
 
 

1 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
Rainy Baldwin 
Roger & Bonnie 
Thornton 

Mar 31  
 

 
 
 
�

Mar 30 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 
 

Mar 29 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
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Upcoming Shows and Events 
March 28 - 29 2009, Torrance, CA, South Bay Lapidary and Mineral Society, Torrance Recreational 

Center, 3341 Torrance Blvd. Torrance, CA, Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-4, Roger Mills (310) 377-
6226. 

April 3-5 2009, Bakersfield, CA, San Joaquin Valley Lapidary Society, Kern County Faigrounds, 1142 
South P. Street - Corner S. P & Belle Terrace, Hours: 9-5 Daily, Contact: Lew Helfrich (661) 
323-2663 / cell (661) 378-4450, Email: lewsrocks@bak.rr.com  

April 3-5 2009, Vista, CA, San Diego Co. Council of G&M Societies, The Tractor Museum, 2040 N. 
Santa Fe Ave. & Museum Way, Hours: Fri. Noon-5; Sat. & Sun. 9-5, Contact: Ray Pearce (760) 
7570, Email: raysrocks@cox.net  

April 18 - 19 2009, Lancaster, CA, Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Club, Lancaster High School, 
44701-32nd St. West, Hours: 9-5 daily, Vivian Watts (760) 373-1309, Email: 
vivea22@yahoo.com  

May 2-3 2009, Anaheim, CA, Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Brookhurst Community Center  
2271 West Crescent Ave., Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4:30, James Williamson (714) 995-9080  
Email: showchair@searchersrocks.org,Website: http://www.searchersrocks.org  

 
For additional shows and events, visit the CFMS web site: 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 YUCAIPA VALLEY FIRST CLASS MAIL  
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 Mike Reason, editor 
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