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June Program 

By Janice Torres 
 The June program will feature a DVD on 
Kentucky agate.  Plan on sticking around and 
learning and learning about rocks from the 
Bluegrass State. 
 

June Display Theme�
By Aimee Fitch 

 If you've ever played the game of 
Marbles as a kid, then you most likely had a 
prized and cherished "Aggie" amongst your 
collection - I know I did and still do!  Show off 
your prized "Aggie" or AGATE at our June  
Meeting! 
 The name Agate is derived from its 
occurrence at the Achates River in  
southwestern Sicily and it is a distinctly banded 
variety of Chalcedony. 
 Agate is found throughout the world, 
commonly in cavities in eruptive rocks and in 
geodes.  Brazil and Uruguay are major 
producers of agates; they are also found in 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, and other  
western U.S. states.  Agate is essentially 
microcrystalline quartz. 
 

May 30th Field Trip 
By Frank Fitch 

For May, we will have a nice relaxing 
field trip right in Yucaipa…to Hank’s House 
(address is in the roster).  The fun starts at 10 
AM.  The shop will be closed to allow everyone 
to go to Hank’s and buy some rocks! 
 Once again, we are raiding the club pile.  
Rocks will be offered to club members at 
bargain prices.  Bring you buckets to fill, and 
gloves to protect your hands. 

This will be a lot of fun.  Who knows 
what treasures lie beneath the trees...This is one 
of the few events for club members only. 
 

��

President’s Message 
By Frank Fitch 

I'd like to thank all the folks who made 
this year's show a big success! 

 

June Picnic�

By Anne Boatman 
 The summer picnic will be held on 
Saturday, June 6, at the Boatman home (address 
is in the roster).  We will have a western theme 
this year.  This is a potluck event, so plan on 
bringing something to share.  And, of course, 
members are invited to bring items to sell or 
trade.  The fun starts at 4 PM…see you there! 
 

Cave Creek Trip Report 
By Frank Fitch 

To read a summary of the trip to Cave 
Creek in Arizona, click here: 
 http://yvgms.org/trip-reports/cave-creek-apr-
2009/ 
There are many pictures that help tell the story, 
and many would need to be cut to fit the article 
in the newsletter, which would not do justice to 
the report. 
 

The Cave Creek Rockhounds 



The Green Valley Rocker  June 2009 
Vol. XLIX, No. 6 Page 2  
 

 

Federation News����
By Don Tracy, Federation Chair 

Calendar of CFMS Activities����
Jun 6-7 – Field trip to Oceanview and Himalaya 
Mines, San Diego County. 
Jul 30-Aug 2 – AFMS Annual Show, Billings, 
Montana, Northwest Federation 
Nov 15-22 - Zyzyx Lapidary & Geology School. 
 

CFMS INSURANCE: 
Insurance Question of the Month 

By Bud McMillen & Patt Wilson McDaniel 
Bud's question: I have had a number of 

calls in the last couple months asking me how 
CFMS clubs can get a copy of our General 
Liability policy or the Directors and Officers 
Liability policy. Can you give us information 
about your web site and what is on it so 
members can go to your web site and print their 
own copies? 

Patt's answer: We have set up a 
password-protected area on our web site for the 
CFMS where we have posted both the General 
Liability and Property Package policy and the 
Directors and Officers Liability insurance 
policy, which provide coverage for participating 
clubs. Go to:  
http://www.mcdanielinsuranceservices.com/CFMSI/ 

The case-sensitive user name and 
password are: CFMSI (user name); rocks 
(password). Some privacy-sensitive information 
in the policies, such as insured locations and 
participating clubs, has been removed from the 
policies, but your club has been sent this 
information and if there are any questions, your 
club representative can contact us for further 
information. This CFMS section of the web site 
also has all the insurance forms clubs commonly 
use to request certificates or add coverage as 
well as brochures about the policies. 

You can also visit our main web site 
(http://www.mcdanielinsuranceservices.com/), 
where you will find various articles about 
insurance and about out agency. 

  
Thank you for your question, Bud. Much of the 
web site is new, and we welcome suggestions 
and feedback from the clubs about the forms 
and information provided. 
 

Metal Detector’s Corner 
by Phil Alford 

Greetings Treasure Hunters, Coin 
Shooters and Gold Prospectors.  Club members 
enjoyed a three day outing April 24-26, in the 
Dale Mine District searching for that yellow 
gold and gold they found.  Tom Ziech was the 
first to find a really nice gold nugget with his 
brand new Tesoro Lobo detector.  Mike Moses, 
soon to follow with two more.  Not to be 
outdone, I listened for the really faint sounds of 
gold and and soon had six more to add to the 
collection.  Jamie Moses found the last 
and largest nugget for this outing.  Dennis 
White and Randall Whitowski both got skunked 
along with Hank Cobb, Bruce and Katelyn 
Coonrod.  A really fine BBQ dinner was 
enjoyed by all. 

Starting this month, I will be introducing 
an addition to the Metal Detector Groups report 
in the form of a guest article on metal detecting.  
This month, Bob Dunham, a Master Detectorist, 
shares insights to his continued success in 
finding old and rare coins as well as artifacts. 

April’s gold (photo submitted by Phil Alford). 
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Looking For Treasure 
by Bob Dunham 

 Have you ever heard the expression “One 
man’s junk is another man’s treasure?”  This is a 
good summation of the metal detecting hobby.  
Some of us love to hunt for gold nuggets, some of 
us go for the artifacts.  What is an artifact in a metal 
detector sense?  It is anything that has either 
historical or monetary value that people of the past 
have either lost or thrown away.  This along with 
research gives a good look at the way people lived 
years ago. 
 I have been metal detecting for more than 30 
years and have been a local history buff for even 
longer.  I got my first metal detector, a Bounty 
Hunter, and brought it home.  I went in my back 
yard and the first thing I found was a token from a 
saloon in Blair, Nevada.  This got my curiosity up 
so I did some research on Blair, Nevada, and found 
that the Silver Peak gold mining company started it 
in 1906.  The refused to pay outrageous prices for 
land to build a stamp mill so they located 3 miles 
north of town near the company’s gold mines and 
named it Blair.  The company established a 100-
stamp mill.  The had the Silverpeak railroad 17½ 
miles from Blair to the Tonopah & Goldfield main 
line.  The post office operated from 1906 to 1915 
when the ore was no longer profitable.  In it’s hay 
day, Blair had a two-story hotel, numerous saloons, 
and a population of 700.  The town was completely 
dead by 1916.  There are foundations left today for 
those that visit. 
 Well, I really got off on a tangent with that 
but it illustrates what a little research can do.  With 
the internet today, nothing is beyond reach.  When 
an item is found, that is just the start.  For instance, 
did you know that Redlands, as with a lot of cities, 
had dog licenses as far back as 1897?  Probably 
before that, but that is the earliest one I have. 
 Research as I have said is fun after the fact 
but all important before hunting.  When they were 
building in the area in Redlands where Trader Joes 
and Vons are located, we were hunting the area 
every day (no fences in those days and we had the 
gracious permission of the builders).  There was a 
lot on the corner of Pearl and 6th Street that we paid 

no attention to as it had been vacant for as long as 
we knew.  After doing some research on the area, I 
found that a church had been there and had burnt 
down in 1910.  I started hunting that lot and found 
many old coins, tokens, jewelry, and clay marbles.  
Some of the coins dated as far back as 1865; the 
church had been built in the 1890s. 
 Several years ago, a Denny’s was located at 
the corner of 6th and E Street.  A bank bought the 
property and, of course, the entire block was 
demolished.  I knew that a gas station had been at 
that location before the Denny’s but when the 
tractor pulled up the asphalt I started finding Indian 
pennies and Sitting Liberty half dimes and dimes.  
After some research, I found that this was a 
gathering place for the streetcars that came to 
unload people for Pioneer Park across the street and 
was also in the original Fort San Bernardino 
location.  Many artifacts were found.  One Sunday, I 
was out hunting at this location and heard a funny 
sound.  I looked around and saw dirt flying out of a 
hole in the ground.  I walked over and there was a 
fellow digging in what was the old privy site.  He 
had many beautiful bottles from the San Bernardino 
Saloon and the Capital Saloon.  While we were 
digging, he dug out a small stack of silver dollars 
and half dollars.  The newest was 1915.  He had 
done his research and it paid off. 
 My son and I have hunted together the 
whole time and we have found many artifacts from 
Redlands and San Bernardino, with research we can 
picture what life was like in the early days. 
 The Capital Saloon was located at 412 East 
3rd Street in San Bernardino, and was just one of the 
many saloons and Bawdy houses located around the 
famous 3rd and D Streets.  This was after the 
Mormon Recall.  The story goes that the Capital was 
owned by a prominent prostitute and her husband 
and that the husband shot her but I have never been 
able to find out why.  Does anyone know?  Again, 
research. 
  Items such as these are found in some of the 
most unlikely places.  One wonders how did they 
get there?  Were they lost or were they thrown 
away?  Maybe some poor guy’s wife found the 
token in his pocket and threw it away, then gave the 
poor guy hell on wheels.  Who knows. 
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
By Rainy Baldwin 

CALL TO ORDER : President Frank Fitch 
called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGENCE : Led by Frank 
Fitch. 
MINUTES:  Accepted. 
GUEST: None 
TREASURE REPORT: Given by Henry 
Cobb. 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Letter from West 
Coast Costa Mesa Show May 15, 16, and 17.  
This will be at 3131 S Bristol St. Costa Mesa. A 
letter from Calif. State Mining and Mineral 
Museum Association. We are all members of 
this club. We have several photos from Steve 
Williams from the Vista and Arizona trip. A 
flyer from the Hard Rock Geo Dig in Hamilton, 
Ill. June 26-28. (573) 518-4739.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS : A. Linda Gibbs- 
membership - we have 177 members. New 
members are Dale Johnson and Carol Salazar, 
Jeff and Summer Rodgers, Jeff Ragsdale, and 
John Scofield. B. Metal Detecting - Henry Cobb 
- we had a trip to 29 Palms and found a few 
nuggets. No more field trips to the dessert for a 
while, too hot. C. Workshop – Classes – Aaron - 
we have a new classroom for classes. We have 
silver smithing, silver casting, wire wrapping, 
bracelet class, and soon maybe a faceting class. 
Several people helped make our new classroom 
and it’s very nice. Thank You. D. Field Trips –
Frank - On May 30th Henry will have a rock sale 
at his house at 10:00 am for members only. 
Bring snacks to munch on. We had a field trip to 
Cave Creek last month and brought back a 910 
lb. Rock. E. June Party - Ann Boatman - 4pm, at 
Ann Boatman’s house June 6th.  This will be a 
western theme. Bring your musical instruments 
if you play. Bring lots of goodies to eat- 
potluck. F. Show - Linda Metcalfe - Please turn 
in all of your gifts for the show and put a value 
on them. We will start early with the drawing on 
Sunday and it will be a silent drawing. We have 
over 100 gifts. Bill Jochimsen - We need 

volunteers for security, demonstrations, kids 
table, ticket selling, silent auction, and people to 
help set up the gym for the show on Friday 
morning. The display cases will have to remain 
locked all weekend. We will need help loading 
everything up on Sunday when the show is over. 
Lee - please turn in all of your tickets.  
OLD BUSINNESS: None 
NEW BUSSINERSS: CFMS - a letter from 
CFMS that is about helping us to have access to 
the desert. We can become members. A vote 
was taken to join this group. This information 
will be on our web site. We have T-shirts for 
sale. Also thank you to Roger and Bhebe Baty 
and Bill and Paula Ahlborn for our snacks 
tonight.  
ROCK OF THE MONTH :  Next month’s rock 
of the month will be agate - any color. This 
month winners are Aaron - shop show and tell, 
Frank Fitch - display case, badge drawing - Dale 
Johnson, and mini raffle was Brendon, Bill 
Ahlborn, and Jaden. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
 

Want to see color photos in your copy of the 
newsletter?  Sign up for electronic delivery 
of the newsletter, and enjoy an added bonus 
by saving the club postage cost.  Simply 
contact Mike at mdreason@verizon.net.
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YVGMS Show News 
By Bill Jochimsen 

 The 49th annual Gem, Mineral, and 
Jewelry Show is now history.   Despite the heat 
and economic downturn, this was a great show. 
As show chairman, I must say that this has been 
the best and smoothest operating show yet!   
This is because of our club members.  You are 
great planners, hard workers, and gracious 
hosts.  Our club's volunteers have gained a 
reputation for being helpful hosts to 
our dealers.   A list of names would be too long 
but I want to personally thank every individual 
that participated in the success of this show.  

Special recognition goes to Gary Brauer 
and his 30 ft trailer.  Everyone that helped with 
the loading and transport of equipment and 
rocks is grateful that it could be done in one 
trip.    

The use of a second room for the display 
cases was a good experiment and there's already 
discussion among members to build additional 
cases for next year.  I didn't know how much 
talent was in our club until I viewed the cases.   
The field trip display was a great idea and I 
hope we can build on that idea for next year. 

As usual, the silent auction drew a 
crowd.  Two new vendors, the opal dealer and 
the equipment dealer, were popular.  Both the 
indoor and outdoor demonstrations drew 
considerable interest and helped attract new 
memberships. 

I would like your opinions about the 
show.   What did you like best/least about the 
show?  What would you like to see in the 
future?   What dealers did you like/ or not like 
and why?  What type of dealers would you like 
to see at the next show?  Is there any part of the 
show that could be done differently?  Everyone-
-- I want your feedback and ideas.  Please email 
or talk with me in person about your ideas. 

It's time to get started with plans for 
the 50th anniversary show.  Let's make this a 
very special event.  Ideas are already flowing 

for new displays and more cases.  Another idea 
is a pictorial history of our club.  Does anyone 
have old pictures or stories to share?  Another 
idea is to give special recognition to our new 
workshop and the classes taught there.   Lets do 
some major brainstorming. 

As last comment ---- the table rental 
company is missing three yellow tie down 
straps.  I put them by the chairs outside on the 
north loading area.  They were gone when the 
tables were picked up.  Has anyone seen them? 

 

 
 

 
 
Pictures in this newsletter from the 2009 Gem & 

Mineral Show were taken by Mike Reason. 
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494, Yucaipa, CA  
92399 

 

OFFICERS 
  
President............Frank Fitch ........(858)229-6870 
Vice President ...Janice Torres .....(909)795-7178 
Secretary............Rainy Baldwin ..(909)790-2792 
Treasurer-CFO ..Hank Cobb ........(909)795-3716 
Fed. Director .....Don Tracy ........(951)845-5428 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

3-Year ...............Mike Parker.......(951)769-1855 
2-Year ...............Mike Reason .....(909)795-2540 
1-Year ...............Carl Morrow......(714)476-3727 
1-Year ...............Dan Norcross ....(909)790-9749 
 

 
 

  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

 
Bulletin Editor ..Mike Reason ...........(909)795-2540     
Constitution & By Laws ............................................ 
..................Lee Peterson.....................(909)794-0731 
Display .............Aimee Fitch ............(858)229-6870 
Field Trip .........Frank Fitch ..............(858)229-6870 
Hospitality ........Ann Boatman ..........(909)795-4618 
Membership .....Linda Gibbs.............(909)338-0413 
Metal Detecting Phil Alford ..............(909)795-8284 
Mini-Raffle ......Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Mini-Silent Auction ................................................... 
..................Sue Mothersole ................(909)795-1681 
Publicity ...........KT Gates-Waldrup   (909)797-9816 
Refreshment .....open................................................. 
Sgt at Arms .......open................................................. 
Show Chairman.Bill Jochimsen.........(909)790-1475 
Ways & Means..Margaret Thielemann(925)998-6250 
Webmaster ........Frank Fitch ..............(858)229-6870 
Workshop..........Dan Norcross ..........(909)790-9749 
Workshop Classes...................................................... 
..................Aaron Hubbard.................(909)969-6954 
Workshop Phone........................................................ 
..................(Hank’s cell phone)..........(909)238-8143 
Workshop Committee Members: 
Hank Cobb, Richard C, Bill Jochimsen, 
Margaret Thieleman, David Dickinson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have pictures, articles, or 
announcements for the newsletter?  Send 

them to mdreason@verizon.net. 
 
 
 

As you can see from the above listing, we still 
need volunteers to fill two chair positions for 
2009. With over 200 members, surely we can get 
some new volunteers! Contact Frank if you can 
spare some time and can help. No matter what 
your skills are, if you have the time and desire to 
help, we'll find a place for you! 
 

Dale Mining District Field Trip 
(photo by Phil Alford). 
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YUCAIPA VALLEY GEM & 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Post Office Box 494 
Yucaipa, CA  92399 
http://www.yvgms.org/ 

 
 

The specific purpose of the 
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society, Inc. is to promote the 
earth sciences, paleontology, and 
the lapidary arts within the 
community. The objectives are to 
have educational meetings, earth 
science field trips, and 
exhibitions with members and 
the community invited. 

 

 
Member of 

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

 
 

 
Member of 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://www.amfed.org/ 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum,  
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road. 

 

BOARD MEETINGS  
Board Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of the month at the Workshop,  
34861 Yucaipa Blvd, across from Del Taco, 
between Second and Third Streets. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
An applicant must file an application which can 
be obtained from the Membership Chairman. 
Annual dues are required:   Individuals - $15.00    
Families - $25.00 

 

WORKSHOP 
Workshop is located at 34861 Yucaipa Blvd, 
across from Del Taco, between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets.  

Workshop Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6pm to 9pm 
Saturday 9am to 1pm & Sunday 1pm to 5pm.  
Workshop committee meetings are at the 
workshop on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 
2:00 p.m. 
 

METAL DETECTOR GROUP 
Meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of the month at the Mousley Museum, 
on the corner of Bryant Street and Panorama, 
between Date Street and Oak Glen Road.   
 

BULLETIN 
Your contributions to the Green Valley Rocker 
are appreciated.  Please submit your items by 
the 20th of each month to be included in the 
next month’s issue. 
 
Editor :  Mike Reason, yucaipagem@verizon.net 
Member Email:  please visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/YVGMSbiz/
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June 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YVGMS Events, Holidays, Birthdays, and Anniversaries 

 

July 4 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
Independence 
Day 
 
 

July 3 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

July 2 
Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
 

 

July 1 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

30 
 
 

 
Lisa Arroyo 

 

29 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
Ken & Lupe 
Barron 
 

28 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 

 
 
Steve Smullen 

27 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 
 
 

26 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 
 

25 Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
 

 
 
 

Paul Campbell  
 

24 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
Dan St. Clair 
 

22 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

 
 

21 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 

 

20 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 

19 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

18 Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
 
 
  
Rita Kaser 

17 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
Donald & 
Dianna Quering 

16 
 
 
 
 

 

15 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

14 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
Eric & Erika 
Abrams 
Roger & 
Phebe Baty 

13 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 

 

12 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
GEN MTG 

6:30PM 
 

10 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
 

9    
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Heiser 

8 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 

7 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
 
 
 

 

6 
SHOP: 9AM-
1PM 
 
 
Steve Rudkin 

5 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 

 
 
 

Charles & Lisa 
Arroyo 

 

4  Youth Night 
SHOP:  6 - 8PM 
Metal Dtctg 

Mtg 6:00 
 
 

3 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 

 

2 
Board Mtg         
6:30 - shop  

 
 

 

1 
SHOP:  6 - 9PM 
 
 
 
Mary Lee 
Hoffman 
 

May 31 
SHOP: 1PM-
5PM 
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Upcoming Shows and Events 
�
June 5-7 2009, Woodland Hills, CA, Rockatomics Gem & Mineral Society, Pierce College, Victory & 

Mason, Hours: 10-5 Daily, Contact: Gary Levitt, Show Chair (818) 993-3802, Email: 
Show@Rockatomics.org Website: www.Rockatomics.org   

June 6-7 2009, La Habra, CA, North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society, La Habra Community 
Center, 101 W. La Habra Blvd., Hours: 9 - 5 both days, Don Warthen (626) 330-8974, Email: 
warthen@earthlink.net Website: nocgms.com  

June 13-14 2009, Cayucos, CA, San Luis Obispo Gem & Mineral Club, Cayucos Vets Hall, 10 
Cayucos Drive, Hours: 10 - 5 both days, Kim Patrick Noyes (805) 610-0603, Email: 
kimnoyes@gmail.com Website: slogem.org  

July 11-12 2009, Culver City, CA, Culver City Rock and Mineral Club, Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium and Rotunda, 4117 Culver Blvd, Hours: Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5, Robert Thirlaway 
(310( 213-7677, Email: thirlawr@gmail.com Website: CulverCityRocks.org/fiesta.htm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 YUCAIPA VALLEY FIRST CLASS MAIL  
 GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 
 GREEN VALLEY ROCKER 
 Mike Reason, editor 
 Post Office Box 494 
 Yucaipa, California 92399 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


